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Mr. John Riſley. | 


8 E. 
HE N we veview the Death . our 


pious Relatives, it s very proper to al- 
leviate our Sorrow with this Thought, 


- That to ſuch, to die is to be born; 


\ 


they no ſooner die out of this miſerable State, lat 


they are born into the happy World above. 

The Grave, indeed, to which their Bodies are 
confin d. affords a gloomy Spetlacle, but then we 
ſhou'd confrder, that our Lord Redeemer, who Ims 
ſanttify'd that dark Place by thing in it, is Guar- 
dian of their Duſt, and that the Hour is coming 
in which Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Victor, 
and their Seuls and Bodies be 5 r ever with the 
Lord. 

It was the proſpect of this 7 Scene that 
auimated your good Father in all his Traverſes 
thro this dereitful Norld, as Chriſtian and Mi- 
niſter, in both which Capicities he has goon N 
a fair Copy to trauſeribe after. 

The Bleſſing of God on his F not 
* to Aab but to Chriftianize his Family, 
A lieuves 


ene ben 


leaves » uo rv0m to doubt your inheriting his Chris 


ſtian Virtues ; this Privilege of being made a 
_ Chriſtian before you are. made a Miniſter, is an. 
Inſtance of immenſe Goodneſs, and ] hope you have 
a-guſt reliſh of it; for how ſad is it to be deſti- 
tute of that Grace we offer to others, and_to drop 


into that fiery Lake * ſo fre quent 7 wary others | 


again 


Ives in the neglect of his own. _ , 


Permit me to recommend to your Bao the | 


Conduct of your dear Father, as far as he was a 
Follower of Jeſus Chriſt, more particularly, 


Let the Ends you propoſe to your ſelf in under- 
- raking the Sacred Office, be Right, Holy, Spiri- 
tual, and free from all Carnal Views, without 

- = ephich you cannot expect your Mimfrry ſhou d be 
F attended with Succeſs and Comfort. : 
Suit jour Preparations to the ſeveral Capaci- .4Y 
ties of your Auditors; you preach to a mixd 


Multitude, who bovider on an awful Eternity. 


Ob, let the fight of miſerable Object move your | 


fervent Compaſſion ! ' How can you ſee em hang 


oder the Mouth of Hell, and not weep over teme 
He who knows the Terrors of the Lord and the ® 
Worth of immortal Souls, will uſe the meſt priſe 
fing Incentives to perfwade Men to flee from the 


Wrath to come. 
Diſmal is the Story of a Gentleman, who, when 


he Wage his Will, ue hjs Soul to Gow his Bo- 


4 


Young Timothy was r 70 fave bimſolf 4 4's 
and . that heard him; and indeed 10 Man 


can heartily promote the Salvation of others, who 


. CONST, at x 


SIO © a BD, 


4 


dr to the Grave, and his Chaplain to the Devil, 
becauſe he had ſuffered him to go on in his Sins, 
and did not rebuke him and advertiſe him of lis 
Danger. 85 r - 
Unforce yeur Miniſterial Inſtructions by an 


DE DICATION. 


3 Exemplar) Life: Let your whole Converſation be 


a living Sermon, for Men are more led by Ex- 


amples than Precepts ; the Faces of thoſe who 
converſe with God in the Mount, ſhou'd ſhine with 
a diſtinguiſhing Brightneſs : A Divine ſbou d an- 
 fwer his Name : Let your Converſe be inſtructive, 


and your Moderation be known unto all Men, for 
that Religion which is void of Charity, it but an 
empty Show, and makes uo better Harmony in the 
Ears of Haven, than founding Braſs, or a 


tinkling Cymbal. | 


Be cloathed with Humility aud Meekneſs, Or- 


naments well becoming the Servants if the humble 
Jeſus. The renowned Elliot, Apoſtle of the 


North- American Indians, uſually complimented 


young Students with this Expreſſion, Humilia- 


mini Juvenes, Humiliamini. 3 
Keep up and encourage pious Conference, Occa- 


\  fronal as well as ſtated Days of Prayer; neglect 
not the great Ordinance of Catechiſing, thereby 
your Publick Performances will be more intelligi- 


ble and uſeful : If you love Jeſus, feed his Lambs. 


Such was the Succeſs of Catechiſing among the 


Waldenſes, that when certain Jeſuits were ſent 
amongs? them to corrupt their Children, they 


found them too well principl d to be ſeduc d, there 


being thoſe of ſeven Tears old who were able to 
£3 bBaßffie 


| 
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vi DE DICATTON. 


ta fe them, whereby they were ſorc'd to return 
with Conſuſron and Diſappointment. © 

I inſcribe the enſuing Dif. ourſe, with a Here 
Account of your worthy Father's Life, to you, as 


| knowing none who have ſo good @ Right io it, in, 


a much as you have entered into his Labours a- 
mong that People whom he ſo long preſided over. 


The ſcantineſs of the Memoirs mut be anhibu- : 
ted to the ſcarcity of written Materials, © which 


you know were next to none, your Reverend Fa- 
"ther having left ny Papers behind him proper for 


fuch a Defign. 
That a double Portion of the deceas'd Eli jah s 


Spirit may res? upon you, and enable you to fulfil : 
Jour A n the _— 1 of, 1 


SIR, 


oY Four aſſured Friend, . 
' Warrington, T* 63 
Joly 10. 1716. 


Charles Owen. 
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; — My Father, u my Huber, the . 
= 7:0s of Ijracl, and toe  Hoſemes 
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che Death of Elijah, « pron Pr e 
pher in T/rae/, the ſecond Man 
who went up to Heaven without 
| going down to rhe Grave ; 1 5 
was the firſt who had che 
nour of being tranilated to Glo- 
ry without taſting of the bitter Brook in che way; - _. 
and here the ſame Honour is confer'd on Elijah, 
who goes up bodily in a Chariot of Fire, i. e. under 
a2 Guard of Angels, who aſſumed that Form in con- 
ducting him to the ſupream Manſions, thereby lig . 
nifying our Lord's Aſcenſion. 
While he lived on Earth, he was the peculiar 
Favourite of Heaven, where he had ſuch Intereſt, 
that upon his Requeſt there was no Rain in * 
for three Years and fix Months. 
lle was the great Reformer of that Land, but 
his Zeal, for the Divine Honour, and his Noncon- 


— — — — . — — * 
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| formiry to the Laws of Wor orſhip eſtabliſh'd by King 7 


Abab, ſoon expoſed him to Perſecurion, which o- 
bliged him to leave his Native Country. 

In his Travels he viſits Zidon, feeds the Sarepran 
Widow by a Miracle, raiſes her Child from the 
Dead, and becomes the firſt Prophet of the Gen- 
tiles; about this time he faſted 40 Daz s and Nights, 
when he was ſupported and refreſh'd by Divine 
Interviews: Theſe are ſome of the. glorious At- 


4 
&) ©; 


chievements of this Holy Man; who made his a- 


ſcent to Heaven by Tranſlation, and not Diſſolution, 
which leads me to the Text: And he cry d, my Fa- 
ther, my Father, the 8 ef Ifracl, and the Hor ſe- 
men therecf.. 

Here we have Eliſha" . Lamentation after his 


departing Maſter and Miniſter; it was a publick 


Loſs, for he was the Chariot of Tfracl, &c. 1. e. the 
Defender of his Country; the import of which Lil 
conſider, by ſhewing, 


I. Thar Miniſters are Fathers of their People; ; 
My Father, my Father. 
IT. Thar they are the Defence of a People; ; The 
 Chariets of Ijrael, &c. | 


| People. 


I. Miniſters are Pls of their People: 

They are ſo in reſpect of Converſion, Affection, 
Care, Proviſion and Council. 

1. Miniſters may be ſaid ro be Fathers of their 
People, as they are means of their Converſion, Gal. 

4. 19. My little Children of whom I travail in Birth 


again till Chriſt be formed in you. He ſtiles em Chil- 


. dren, becauſe converted by his Miniſtry. 1 Cor. 4. 
4 5. * gou have ten e Inſtructors in Chriſt, 


III. How they contribute to the Defence of a. fl 


yet 
5 
F 


7 po ye haue not 3 3 for in | Chriſt Jef 3 
Z have begotten you thro the Goſpel, i. e. he was the 
# Inſtrument of their new Birth; our firſt Birth 


makes us Children of the World, our ſecond Birth: 
Children-of God.. 

Hence it is that baly Miniſters are ih to | Gel 
workers with God, 2 Cor. 6. 1. not as Co-efficients 
or Authors of Grace; for that ſacred Treaſure is 
depoſited in the Hands of our Redeemer, as the 
ſole Diſpenſer of it; it's the Gift of God, and ns 5 
ſtributed by Soveraign Prerogativʒe. 

We are Publiſhers, not Diſpenſers of the uns. 


| | ſearchable Riches of Chriſt, -Eph. 2.8. Miniſters 
may weep over hard Hearts, but it's not in thein 


power to ſoften them; may pray and propheſy o- 
ver dry Bones, but can't breathe into them the Spi- 
rit of Life; they may cry aloud, but they ſpeak to 
deaf Creatures, till God gives them the hearing 
Ear; ſo that we are not Lords, e re | 
your "Faith. | 

The Miniſtry of Reconciliation, is the 3 
means of your, Recovery, and has always been 
made effectual to that end more or leſs; the very 
Leaves of this Tree have a Sanative Virtue, and 


have healed the Nations: Grace is a Beam deri va- 


tive from the Sun of Righteouſneſs, but darted in- 
to the Soul thro the Medium of the Goſpel read 
and heard. Luther even by reading the Bible, was 


turned from Popery; St. Auguſtin was converted 


4 * ; 
£4 4 
Þ 


by reading Rem. xiii. 12, 13, 14. St. Cyprian by 
reading Fonah ; Junius by reading St. Fohn's Goſpel; 

and as to the Word preach'd, Thouſands have been 
conducted by it from Darkneſs ro Light. | 
2. Miniſters are Fathers of their People in Af. 
fection. No bend of Love is ſo ſtrong, as that be- 
tween ſpiritual Fathers and their People, 1 
5 uch 
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ſuch of em as they have been inſtrumental to re- 
concile to God, 2 Cor. ii. 4. That you might know the 
Love which I have more abundantly to you. | 


Good Miniſters love the Souls of their People as ; 


their own, and therefore count no Time better 
ſpent, than that ſpent in the Service of their Faith; 
nothing but Compaſſion to the Souls of Men can 
make em ſo active and unwearied in the Work of 
the Lord, and ſo willing to ſacrifice all that's dear 
to em for their ſakes, Phil. li. 17, 18. 


Biſhops, ſaid St Ferom, are not Lords but Ffa- 


thers; and no Parents are more tenderly affected 
towards their Children, than they are towards thoſe 
under their Charge; ſo dear is their Affection, 


they are content to have their Names blotted out 


of the Book of the Living, rather than they ſhou'd 
periſh for ever: Nothing pleaſes them more than 


the Profit of their Hearers, and nothing fits ſo hea- 
vy on their Minds, as the Unreformedneſs-of Men 


; under their Miniftry : While others mind the Fleece 


only, good Miniſters make the Salvation of their 4 


Flock their main Buſineſs. | 

It's very uſeful for the furtherance of the Goſpel, 
that People be apprized of their having a Share in 
the Aﬀections of the Miniſter ; let us but convince 
Men that we ſincerely love them, and they Il attend 


the Word with greater pleaſure, be more open to 


Conviction, and receive Reproofs with a more be- 
coming Temper and Gratitude. What Chriſt did 
to the Bodies of Men upon Earth, was very juſtly 

interpreted to be an Inſtance of his Affection, by 
which means their Minds were more readily diſ- 
poſed to entertain the Doctrine which he preached. 
3. Miniſters are Fathers for Care, Proviſion, and 

Counſel, 1 Theſſ. ii. 11. And charg d every ons of cu 
& 4 Father does his Children. 
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for Mr. PHOMASRTSLEVY. 11 
= Fathers are indiſpenſibly obliged by their Place, 1 
to give their Children the beſt Inſtructions, and to | 

command them that they ſhall keep the a ofi che , i 
Lord, Gen. xvili. 19. _— 

Thus Miniſters are to conduct us thee” the firſt I 
Rudiments of Religion, and go before us in the I 
Path that leads to our Father's Houſe in the upper 

World; they are nurſing Fathers, and feed their 
Children with Knowledge and Underſtanding, gi- 
ving every one their Portion in due ſeaſon, Meat 
to the Strong, the pure Milk of the Word without 
Deceit, to new- born Babes, that they may grow 
thereby, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 79 Aoyexer &0bA0 yaa. 
That Word which was ſpiritual Seed to beger, 
is Food to ſtrengthen; the Children of the World 
lie grovling on the Earth, feed on Duſt with the 
accurſed Serpent, while good Men are refreſh'd 
with hidden and heavenly Manna. Well then, ho- 
nour your Miniſters, and regard their Dictates. 
| 1. Honour your ſpiritual Fathers, 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 

3. Vs beſeech you, Brethren, to know them that la- 
bour among you, and to eſteem them very highly, (or 
more exceedingly, ſo the Greek) in love for their 
Mors ſake, Gang i . It is recorded as a Com- 
mendation of the Galatians, that they received St. 
Paul as an Angel of God, even as Jeſus Chriſt, cap. 
iv. ver. 14. 
A juſt value for Miniſters contributes not a little 
to he Succeſs of their Miniſtry ; on the other hand, 
a diſeſteem of the Miniſterial Order and Office, 
has been always attended with a Contempt of Re- 
ligion, and where-ever it prevails, not only deſtroys 
Religion, but introduces wild Anarchy and Confu- 
lion into the State. 


Hence it is that in all States, Fewiſh and dat” 1 
as well ale the Miniſters of Religion have } 
been 1 
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been greatly honour'd : Among the. Fews the Sa. 


cred Function was treated with peculiar Reverence. 
Gamaliel, a Teacher of the Law tis ſaid, was had 


: in Reputation among the People, or was  precicus to 


em, TwO-, Act; v. 2. 

Among the Ancient Heathen the Prieſthood was | 
in ſuch Eſteem, that the Princes themſelves aſſum- 
ed the Prieſtly Office; thus Numa, Anius, &c. were 


both Kings and Prieſts, and for this cauſe Prieſts 
were crown d with Garlands. 
were in ſuch Honour among the Remans, that none 


The Prieſts of Mar: 


bur Noblemen were admitted to the Sacerdoral! 
Dignity. Among the Egyprians none were Prieſts * 


Hut Philoſophers, and none choſen Kings bur out of 
S eden p- 
The Saxon Miniſters of Old were had in back Re- : 
tion, that all Wrongs done to them were dou- | 
3 d; nay more, if a Miniſter came be- 


tween two Armies juſt going to engage, they wou d 


E forbear till he was gone. 


The Mabometan Mufti or High-Prieft is bad: in 
— Reverence among the Turist; as is alſo the 


Pope and Body of the Clergy among the Roma- 
niſts; all agreeing this to be a true Principle in Di- 


vinity, That a venerable and pious Eſteem of the 


Miniſtry contributes very much to the preſervation | 
and 2 improvement of Religion. 
But ref 


ver d than in the pra ractice of the ancient Chriftians, | 


3 3 them with Regard and Reverence ; it 
was with a great deal of Juſtice and Grarirude, that 


Miniſters were then look d as the common 


1 Parents of Chriſtians, whom as ſuch they honour'd 


and obey d, and to whom they repair d f Direct 
dn in all at Caſes. 

This cſpect che Primitive Qhritians paid their | 

— Miniſters + 


pect ro Miniſters was never better difco- | I 


f1 


for Mr. THOMAS RISLENY. 13 
Miniſters was very commendable, tho' in Time it 


came to be miſimproved, when the Chriſtian | 


Church found ſhelrer under the Wings of the Ro- 
man Eagle, during the Reign of Conſtantine, and 


| afterwards. 


J you, be ye Followers of me. Which 


I would nor be thought to plead for idolizing Mi- 
niſters, - or gratify ing proud and ambirious Minds; 
bur for the Honour of the Holy Miniftry, that is 
grown into Contempt among the Profane; the Re- 
putation of the Miuiſtry muſt be retrieved before 


the Succeſs of it can be revived. | 


The Chriſtian Miniſtry is an. Office not calcu- 


lated for worldly Ends, therefore ſecular Honour 
and Grandeur, which ill ſuirs it, is not that I argue 
for: This ſacred Office, which is Spiritual, is ſo 
far from receiving any real Luſtre from outward 
Pomp, that it has rather clouded it, giving Men 
2 accaſion to value ir rather for thoſe human Appen- 
dages, than for its intrinſick Divine Nature. 


That Efteem for the Miniſtry I would urge; 


5 oughr to be founded only in the Glad-Tydings of 
Salvation it brings to us; and in thoſe ſpiritual 


and eternal Bleſſings, good Miniſters above all o- 


ther Men, are inſtrumental of conveying to Man- 


kind: ſuch as thus fulfil their Miniſtry are wor- 
thy of double Honour. | 
2. Regard their Dictates. 1 Cor. 4 16. I befeech 
uppoſes Mini- 

ſters ſhould be Patterns of Holineſs ro their Peo- 

ple, as well as Preachers of it: A greater Honour 


wee cannot put upon our ſpiritual Fathers, than to 


adorn the Goſpel they preach by a religious Life; 


the Voice of God is in the Voice of the Miniſtry: 
every Sermon they deliver agreeably to the Di- 
vine Oracles, has a Divine Authority impreſt up- 
on it, and is as much God's Meſſage as 


a Voice 


Should 
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Should an Angel from above, or a Meſſenger : 
| detach d from beneath come, and in the Name of 
God, inform us of our Dury, we ſhould think our 
| ſelves very much concern d to comply with the 
Meſſage, and yet thoſe could not urge any thing 
more neceſſary to influence our Practice than Mi- 
niſters do; the ſame Motive, the ſame Encourage- 
ments would be made uſe of by them that are f 
by us; and tho the unuſualneſs of ſuch an Ap- 'F 


pearance might frighr you into ſome haſty Re- 


ſolves, yer no greater Advantage could be obtain d 
by. ir, than. by the ordinary Miniſtry; for our Lord 
aſſures us, that ſuch as are Proof againſt Maſes 
and the Pro 1051 or the ordinary Means of Grace, 


would not elieve tho one roſe from the Dead. 


My Son, (ſays Solomon) keep thy Fathers Command- 4 
ments, bind them continually. on thy. Heart, and tye 
em abaut thy Neck, Prov. 6. 20, 21. Referring to 
the Phylacteries under the Law, which, according 
to Jerom and Chryſaſtom, were Pieces of Parchment 


whereon were written the Ten Commandments, 


and ſeveral Sections of the Law, as Exod, 13. 2. to 4 
ver. 10. incluſively from ver. 1 1. to 16. and Deut. 6. 4. 


to v. 9. Deut. 11. 13. to ver. 21. Theſe the Scribes 


and Phariſces carry d abour their Hands and Arms, 


to the end they might have the Law of God before 
their Eyes and in continual Remembrance. 


Thus the Wiſe Man inſtructs us, that the faith - 


ful Retention of the Word is a Debt nor only due 
to our ſelves, but alſo to our ſpiritual Fathers, who 
nd and are ſpent in the Service of our Souls. 


W i4 Are are the Defence. of, a, Propla. The: * 
riots and Horſemen ef Iſrael. 

All good: Miniſters are fo, but ſome more emi- 
genaly, the treated by an ungrateful World, as di. 


LY 


for W Tons RISL Ex. 15 


I curbers of the Publick Peace. Thus Ahab accofts 
| Ii with a, Art thou he that troubleſt Iſrael ? 
1 Kings 18. 17. Here the Guardian of I/rael is cen- 
ſur'd as the Troubler of the Land; it is no new 
Thing for the beſt of Men to be miſrepreſented, ; 
and cry'd down as publick Grievances. 

Thus ꝓaſon and the Brethren in his Houſe, who 


UE were Non-Conformiſts ro the Publick Worſhip ar 
P- 'F Theſſalonica, were reproached for Perſons that turned 
4 rhe World up-ſide down, Acts 17. 5, 6. Tertullus, 


the Orator, accuſes St. Paul to be a peſtilent Fel- 
low a Plague or Peſtilence it ſelf in the Abſtract, 
as the Original renders it aouwer, As 24. 15. 
e, N 3 us the Devil cloaths Men in Bears Skins, and 
turns his Dogs loofe upon them. 
a- Whatever Calamities befel the Nations in the 
beginning of Chriftianiry, the poor Chriſtians who 
© were Diſſenters from the National Eſtabliſnment, 
were immediately charg d with them, and upon æhis 
It Pretence inſtantly expoſed ro the Lions. 
„ Such was their hatred, rhat when they found no 
0 * Faults, they deviſed them ; fince they could charge 
1.no real Scandal on the Primitive Chriſtians, their 
Enemies raiſed and artfully ſpread falſe Reports, 
Sy 2 viz, Thar they worſhipped the Head of an Aſs, 
& * drunk the Blood of Children, committed Fornica- 
tion and Inceſt in their Meetings for religious 
* 2 Worſhip, as Minutiis Felix tells us. 
Next to the Original Enmity, one grand Spring: 
? & of this Hatred of good Men, is Ignorance of them. 
II the Jews had known the Lord of Glory, would 
they have perſecuted and crucify'd him? Were 
* # the inward Rectitude and Excellency of holy Men 
__ 27 viſible to their Enemies, they would ſoon cry out, 
” 2 Theſe are the Servants of the moſt High God ; Oh! 
let. our, Latter, End be like theirs. Did Men know 
| = T5 > - 
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the important and tranſcendent Worth of Reli gion; | 
they would go and {ell all ro buy this Field of great 1 


Price. 


ſhall ſuffer Reproach and Perſecution, ler us ſc. live 


as Religion may be our only Crime; ler the Hatred 
of the Wicked move us alſo to Sincerity, to be 
Chriſtians indeed, for what more ſad than to be 
hated of God and Men; of Men, becaufe of the 
appearance of Religion; of God, becauſe there is 


no more but appearance. 


But notwithſtanding all the ill Treatment good bt | 
| Miniſters meet with, they are the Chariots of 1/rael #1 
and the Horſemen thereof, the Strength and Defence *' 7 


Since then all who live Godly i in Chriſt Jeſus g 


of a People againſt the World, the Anger of God, I 1 


and the Powers of Darkneſs. 


1. Good Miniſters are the Defence of a People agoinſ | ; 


the World. 


| - This Enemy is a powerful one, and by its Smiles 1 
and Frowns, often endangers the Salvation of thoſe 


whoſe Habitations are in the Duſt. 


The Smiles of the World are the Kiſſes of an E- 


nemy, and whomſoever it careſſes it betrays ; and 


Oh!] what Multitudes have been thus flatter d bj 


it into Deſtruction ? 


Now Miniſters by their Office are to inform 


Men of their Danger, to diſcover the fatal Snare, 
and direct Men how to poſſeſs the World, ſo 
as not to be poſſeſs d by it, to uſe ir ſo as not to a- 
buſe it: It's neceſſary to remind em of their being 
Travellers towards the Eternal World, and that all 
their Earthly Enjoyments are but the Accommoda- 
tions of an Inn, commonly known by the Title of 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 

In ſtrictneſs there is but one thing neceſſary, in 


| compariſon. of which all Temporal Things are Th 
es 


8 


PP ˙ . ˙ůàuů;ũu.ĩͤͤͤ-' 
SA 3 25 7 . 2h \ fe Ts cd 


Fe. Tifo NAS RISLE . 17 
fes and meer Ainuſements, ſo far from making us 
rruly happy, that they cannot of themſelves give us 
any real Pleaſure, though they ſerve as Inſtruments 
of a few grateful Senſations, which the great Au- 
thor of Nature produces in us by them. 
The World is made to be uſed and not enſoy d, 
therefore we muſt be taught not to make it our ſu-- | 
Z pream and ultimate End, for its Contents are too 
lou, mean and narrow a Portion for an immortal 
Soul. Chriſt, the Wiſdom of God, choſe a Life of 
Poverty, which is a practical Demonſtration, that 
the Riches and Honours of the World, thoſe Idols 
of Carnal Men's Eſteem, are ſo far from producing. 
true Felicity, that they are not of themſelves eli- 
d, gible in the Number of real permanent Goods, 
„and therefore they ſhould be valued by us no fur- 
ſe ther than they are in a lower degree conducive: to 
our future Happineſs. 5 
A proſperous State is not always tie beſt, for 
Snares grow in proportion to the increaſe of Wealth, 
and to whom much is given, of them much will be 
required, on which account we are caution d not 
do ſet our Hearts upon enereaſing Riches; when 
vour Circumſtances grow pleaſing to you, fuſpect - 
+2 Poyſon ar the Root, and depend upon it, Satan, 
1 ho knows how, will attempt to improve that Op- 
portunity of enticing your Souls from God. 
0 7 Doſt thou know, . Sinner, that if thou. perifhy for- 
Z 
1 


ever, ir will be for loving the World roo much, 
and God too little Is it nor the World that en- 
© tices us to neglect our everlaſting 2 and 
- F weakens thoſe Impreſſions which ariſe from; the b&-- , 
f Þ lief of another Life-> £246 <o Dare ye De 
By fuch Cavears as theſe; Miniſters frequently: , 
| 2 warn you againſt the Allurements of this preſent 
evil World, and thereby contribure- rowards yours ZAed) 
BG; >: En 
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Miniſters do likewiſe equally guard their People 
againſt the Temptations that may ariſe from the = 
Frowns of the World, ſetting before them the re- 
compence of Reward to encourage their perſeve- 
rance in well-doing, and propoſing to them the e- 
rernal Weight of Glory, as more than a Counter- | 
ballance, ro the light Afflictions of this Life, that | 

are bur for a Moment. „ = 
2. Good Miniſters are-a Defence againſt the Anger 
8 | . 13 ** 
When incens d Juſtice breaks. in upon a People, 
and ſpeaks to em by terrible Things, they ſtand in 
the, Breach, wreſtle with God, hold (as it were) 
ths. Hand, and. divert the Current of Divine 
\Wrarth. 5 „„ 2 
Ihhus, when. a Plague was begun in 1/-ael, Aaren 
the Prieſt made Atonement, and fo ſtay'd the Pro- 
greſs of that deſolating Judgment, Numb. xvi. 47, = 
48. When the Land was.threaren'd with a Deluge x 
of Miſery, God complains of the falſe Prophets, 
| that they would nor ſtand in the Breach to turn a- 
way. the Wrath of God by their Interceflion, Exel. 
XIII. 5. 5 55 
When Judgments are ready to break in upon |} 
People, and the Spirit of Prayer is departed from 
em, it's a dreadful Omen. God having denounc'd i 
A terrible Sentence againſt the Kingdom of Judah, 
_ complains, that among all the People, there were 
none who endeavoured to prevent the Execution 
of. it by Prayer and Repentance, Exel xxii. 30. | 
T. ſought for a Man among them that ſhould make up 
the Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap before me, for the | 
Land, that I ſhould not deſtroy it, but I found none. 
Ihe People of Hrael. were threaten d with a Fo- 


r 
eee. 
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„ reign Invaſion, and there were none, no not among L | 
„ue Prigfts, who wauld interpoſe. with God to a- |} 


| 1 Mr. T "HOMAS RISEE V. 19 


le vert the Storm; ſuch was the Corruption of the 
he Fewiſſy Clergy at this Time, which is noted by the 
e- Prophet as a dangerous Symptom of approaching 
e- Ruin. 


e- 3. Good. Miniſters are 4. Defence againſt the. Powers 

r- of Darkneſs. 

al | Theſe are old and unwearied Adverfaries, what 
Devaſtations have they made upon the Humane 

ger Race? Such is their Hatred, that they daily tempt 
us, tho they know God wil ſeverely puniſh. them 

le, f for it. : 

in | Bur faithful Miniſters are the Chariots of rempt- 

e) ed Iſrael, againſt rhe Aſſaults of thoſe inviſible 

ne | and cruel Enemies; they reſcue enſlaved Souls from 

under their Power. 

u Irs by the Miniſtry of the Word chat Satan falls 

like Lightning from Heaven, that the Prince of 

7, this World is caſt out, and the Foundation of his 

2e Empire torn up, Lake x. 18. | 

s, No ſooner was the Standard of the Goſpel ſer 

1i- 'F up, bur all Nations flew to it as Doves to their 

& 3 Windows; thoſe mighty Converſions could not but 


deeply affect the Angels of Darkneſs, and it ad- 
a ded to their Mortification, to ſee their Kingdom 
a | overthrown-by Men, over whom they had flatrer'd 
d themſelves as Conquerors in the Fall of Adam. 
5 Miniſters ſtill ſtand on the Breach, and wreſtle 
with Principalities and Powers in High-Places. | 
There are three Breaches. ar which Satan uſu- 
ally enters, Ignorance, Error, and Prophanenef,, 


which Breaches Miniſters. above all Men _P to 
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Auctions of Darkneſs, Eph. vi. 12. Col. i. 13. 1 John 


. ä ot 
| Miniſters ſtep on this Breach, and hold out the 


Light of the Goſpel, the Brightneſs of which the 


Powers of Hell cannot endure or ſtand before: 


Ir were not poſſible ſo many Souls ſhould be eter- 


nally ruin d, if Satan had not firſt put out their 
Eyes. Ah cruel Prince! who blinds all his Vaſ- 


ſals that they may never know a better Maſter, or 
a better Condition; they would never follow him 
ſo by Crowds to Hell, if the Eyes of their Un- 
derſtandings were opened, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
It's almoſt incredible what Ignorance abounds in 
the World, even among thoſe that have been vi- 


fired with the Day-Spring from.on High ; ir is by 


_ _ this Engine that the Devil has enlarged his Terri- 
rortes, and continues ſo many miſerable Wretches- 
in the Houſe of Bondage; did Men but know 
what they do by Sinning, they would quickly ſtop, 
and dread to live one Hour longer in an unrege- 
nerate Stare; the Devils with all their united 
Strength could never influence ſo many Men to de- 
ſtroy themſelves, did nor their Ignorance give a 


handle to their Temptations. 


Miniſters are the Light of the World, theſe 
ſnine as Stars in the Firmament of the Church, by 
whoſe Agency God darts Beams of Divine Light 
into the Soul, opens the Eyes of Men, and turns em 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan to 
God, Acts xxv1, 18. CE 4 


Gideon's Army conquer'd the Midianites by light- 


ed Torches, which they carry'd in Earthen Veſſels, . 
this rypify'd the Ruin of Saran's Kingdom, by that 
Light which now fhines our of Earthen Veſſels, 


for ſuch Goſpel Miniſters are, in whom this Trea- 


fare of Light is depoſited, 2 Cor. iv. 6, 7. + have 
#64 Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels. g. 
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The King of Kings condeſcends to be ſerved in 
Earthen Veſſels, by theſe he caſts out Devils; he 
has Veſſels of Gold, glorious Angels that atrend his 


| Throne, bur hell be ſerved alſo by Mortals, Vel-- 


ſels of Earth, in theſe he ſets up a Tabernacle for 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who is the true Light, 
which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
World. 
He mighr have employed his Golden Veſſels the | 
Holy Angels, to deſtroy the Kingdom of Dark- - 
neſs, bur this Hoaour he puts upon Men, who are 
equally ſubject ro Paſſions with our ſelves, that 
the Excellency of the Power might de of God 
onl 
| 5 Error is another dengerous Breach at which hs 
Father of Lies enters. Miniſters ſtand in this Breach 


and lift up a Banner, becauſe of the Truth, Pſal. Ix. 


4. i. e. in Defence of the Truth. Chriſt the great 
Inſtructor of his Church, is the Truth of God; it's 


be rhat rectifies the Miſtakes of Men by the Goſpel, 


the Lighr of Truth. 
The way to Heaven is overſhadowed by a Cloud 


of Errors, fo that it is difficult to find it out; in 


this caſe God promiſes, Thine Eyes ſhall ſee thy Tea- 
chers, and thine Ears ſhall hear a Word behind * 


faying, This is the "oy walk ye in it, Iſai, xxx. 
20, 1 | 
The grear Diſpure in the World i is, which i is ; the 


| true Religion, or beſt Way: The Few ſays it's his: 


No, ſays the Tark, bur it's mine; the Papiſts take 


it for granted they are in the right; the Proteſtants 


deny it, and affirm all the World to be Heterodox 
beſides themſelves; among Proteſtants there be va- 


_ rious Denominarions, and each of theſe think their 
own way beſt, Irs not my Province to examine 


the different Pleas of theſe ſeveral Pretenders to. 


_ Infal | 
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Infallibility, I'll only make this general Obſervati- 
on, that there is ſuch a Thing as rhe true Religion, 


mong others. . | 
1. That's the beſt Religion that makes the beſt Men: 


rhe Lord is writ upon it, and upon all its Profeſ- 
ſors; ir does nor conſiſt in meer bodily Service, 
but in the univerſal, fincere and conſtant Practice 
ro the Knowledge of it. | 

2. That's the true Religion that males Men moſt 


diction in Terms. Whoſoever hares his Brother 


an Religion, (ſays Dr. Cave) was immediately 
F _ to improve and perfect the Principles 
o 
4 ſtrictly enjoyns and promotes that natural Kind- 
- © neſs and Compaſſion, which is one of the prime 
and eſſential Inclinations of Mankind :—--Where- 
ever the Goſpel is cordially comply'd with, it 
© begers ſuch a ſweer and gracious Temper of 
Mind, as makes us humble, affable, courreous 
and charitable, ready and diſpoſed to every good 
Work, prompt to all Offices of Humanity and 
EKindneſs, it files off the ruggedneſs of Men's Na- 
** tures, baniſhes a rude, churliſh and phariſaical 


* Diſpoſition ; it commands us to live and love as 
* Brerhren, ro love without Hypocriſy, to be kind- 
ly affectioned one towards another. Prim. Chri/. 
Part 3. cap. 2. | 

Charity is made the viſible Badge of rhoſe who. 


WS 


and that it may be known by theſe three Marks a- 


The true Religion is a living Religion, Holineſs to 


of the Divine Will, as far as we have attained un- 
Charitable, or moſt in Love with God and their Neigh- 
| bours, An uncharitable religious Man is a Contra- 


is a Murderer, 1 Fohn: iii. 1. That rhe Chriſti- 


umane Nature, appears from this, that it 


ITemper, and infuſes a more calm and treatable 


are truly Chriſtian, 1 Fohn iii. 14. we know thar 


for Mr. THOMAS RisLEv. 23 
we have paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe we 
love the Brethren. By this ſhall all Men know ye are 
my Diſciples, if you love one another; Tn 

This was the Characteriſtick of Chriſtians in the 
| beſt Ages of Religion, who were ſo remarkable for 
their Charity, that it became a Proverb among rhe 
Heathen, See how theſe Chriſtians love one another. 

3. That u« the true Religion which the Devil hates 
mot, In all Ages it's obſervable, that his greateſt 
Spite has been always againſt the Profeſſors of rrue 
Religion: In the Conteſt between us and the Pa- 
piſts concerning the Truth of our reſpective Reli- 
gions, let us bring them to this Touchſtone. 
| Has the Devil any cauſe ro hate Men for Image 

or Angel-Worſhip, for Superſtition and Idolatry, 
for keeping People in Blindneſs, by locking up the 
Scriptures in an unknown Tongue from em ?: 

Has he any reaſon. to perſecute that Religion 
that is made up of Formality, Pomp, and a meer 
Show? No, for theſe are no Enemies to him, but 
to the Souls of Men; ſuch Men's Religion does the 
Devil's Kingdom no hurt, therefore he lets em a- 
lone, for he has em bound, Mat. xii, 29. 

But that Religion which comes neareſt the Holy 
Scripture, and gives God his due in Spiritual Wor- 
ſnip; that Miniſtry that is always ſtriving to bring 
Souls to God, and from the ourward Form ta the 
power of Godlineſs, Satan can t endure; 

The Devil plays not the ſmall Game of cheating 
Men of their Money, but of their Religion; hence 
we read of Idolatrous Principles among Heathens, 
damnable Traditions among Jews, curſed. Errors 
and Hereſies among Chriftians,, Doastrines of Devils 
the grand Enemy has dene this: He cannot ſee 
a good Field of Wheat, bur he immediately does 
what he can to, ſom Tares in it. py 


It's 


— 
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It's the Devil's Cunning ro deſtroy Men by ſome- . 


thing that goes under the Name and Appearance of 


Religion; thus Chriſt was cruci fy'd from the Prin- 


ciple of the Jews Tradirional Religion, which o- 
bliged em nor to receive rhe Maſſiah in that Form 
of a Servant which our Lord appeared in. The 


Papiſts alſo have adopted an Article into their Re- 


ligion, by which they are engaged to extirpate He- 


reſy, as they invidiouſly term the Reformation. It 
is ſad when Balm becomes Poyſon, and Men be- 


come Enemies to Religion, by the very Principles 
of their Religion. - = BE 
Upon the whole, I leave the Reader to apply 
theſe Characters, and judge who is in the right, 
_ only ler him carry with him theſe two Caurions : 


1. That Men are not always in the right, be- 


cauſe their Religion is eſtabliſh'd by the Laws of the 
Land, for thus Popery is eftabliſh'd in the Popiſh 
Dominions, and the Alcoran among the Turks. 
2. Thar involuntary Errors, as ſuch (or Miſtakes 
of Judgment, whereby we aſſent ro what is not 
true) are not damnable. I mean ſuch unavoidable 
Miſtakes as remain after a ſincere and diligent Ap- 


plication to find the Truth; or when Men, by the 


Providence of God, are contrived into ſuch Cir- 


cumſtances, as render their attaining to better 


| Knowledge morally impracticable, in that caſe, a 


Man may be miſtaken in many Things, without a- 


t 


ny Crime or Fault. on 
But be that as ir will, ſure it is, that the Er- 

« rors of ſuch People ſpring nor from Choice or 
Will, but from the force of what they think 
* Scripture and Reaſon, and if (as Mr. Chillingworth 


* argues) by reaſon of the variety of Tempers, A- 


* bilities, Educations, and unavoidable Prejudices, 


whereby Men's Underſtandings are variouſly 


46 
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drop into the bottomleſs Pi. Rue 
Miniſters ſtand upon this Breach, cry aloud, life ' © 
up their Voice like a Trumpet, ſhew People their 


. for Mr. THOMAS RIS LE x. 5 25 
„ formed and faſhioned, they do embrace ſeveral 

Opinions, whereof ſome muſt be Erroneous ; 
4 :0 ſay, God will damn them for ſuch Errors, who 


are lovers of him, and lovers of Truth, is to 


„rob Man of his Comfort, and God of his Good- 


4 neſs. Anſwer to the Preface quoted in the Innocency 


of Error aſſerted, where this Subject is treated of at 


_ args. 


A Man is obliged always to follow his Judgment 


dcho' ir is Erroneous, for Conſcience (or our judg- 
ment concerning our Actions) is aPower which God 


has implanted in us, on purpoſe to be the Rule 
of our Actions; now Conſcience being our Guide, 
and Villany and Hypocriſy being the ſwerving from - 
it, acting againſt Conſcience muſt be Villany, 5 d. : 
p. 23. Rom. XIV. 23. | 3 
3. A third Breach at which Satan enters is Pro- 
phaneneſß, the common Precipice by which Men 


Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins, 
Eſai. vill. tf. „ N 55 
How ſad is it to ſee ſo many Men hang over the 


Mouth of Hell by the feeble. Thread of Life, and 


yet inſenſible of their Danger: Who can behold 
thoſe miſerable Objects, or preach to em, without 


weeping over them ? 


When Sr. Paul ſaw the Athenians addicted to I. 
dolatry, his Spirit was ftirred within him, 48, 
xvii. 16. And ſhould nor the fight of Men juſt re- 
dy to fall into Hell, move our Compaſſion, untie 
our Tongues, and make us cry out, Lord, have Mer- 


cy on thoſe blinded Creatures wbo have no Pity on them- ' | 
ſelves ! Oh, ſtretch out thine Almi bey Arm to reſcue . 


them as Brands out of the Fire! Ol, rouge em out of 
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8 their fupid and lethar ich State, before the Decree 15 
bring forth, and there be no remedy for their periſping 


Souls { | LEE 
Now the great End of the Miniſtry is to direct 


Men how to eſcape the Pollutions that are in the 
World thro' Sin, and how to flee from the Wrath 


to come; and there is no faithful Miniſter who 


does not follow his Sermons with fervent Expoſtu- 


lations with God, ſuch as theſe, Lord, I have been 


this Day concern'd in a very awful Undertaking, deli- 
vering a Meſſage to my Fellow-Creatures of Salvation | 
and Damnation, from thee the living God; Oh, accom- 
pany the Word with thy Grace, that it may become the 
ſavour of Life to them that heard it ! Oh, let none of 


them periſh for ever! Breathe, O Lord, upon thoſe dry 
Bones to whom J have been ſpeaking in thy Name 


Cauſe the ; "ay of Life is enter into them, that their 
Souls may tive 1155 


III: Well enquire, How Miniſters contribute to the 
| Defence of 4 People > They do it by Preaching, by 


a Partern of Holy Life, and by Prayer. 


1. Miniſters are the Defence of a People by their | 


Preaching. The Word of the Lord is that Sword 


of rhe Spirit, by which the Horſemen of Iſrael do | 
wonderful Things; it is by Spiritual Weapons the 


Spirits of Darkneſs muſt be vanquiſh'd. 


As the Prieſts, by ſonnding Rams Horns before 


Jericho, cauſed the Walls thereof to rumble down, 


ſo Miniſters, by the joyful Sound of the Goſpel, de- 
moliſh the ſtrong Holds of Satan: The Word is no | 
other than the Power of God, the Arm of the Lord, 
Miniſtration of the Spirit, the Word of Life, and | 


Tris by chis Word chat Men are ſummon'd to 
n 


e 
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them with Ruin; and where their Hearts are open 


i. Wo lang, - Be. GR. IS ON. ²⅛êqte Ü od. a Bao 


to Inftruction, the Glory of the Lord ſhalt dwell 
in that Place, and upon the Glory he'If create a 
Defence. 1 a 1 | 


As Sin lays waſte the Heritage of God, fo the 
Re formation * by the Word preach d, is the 


Safeguard and Stability of rhe Times. 

2. Miniſters are the Defence of a People by the Pat- 
tern of 4 Holy Life, They are Stars in the Right- 
Hand of Chrift, 0 give Light to them that 12 in 
Darknefi, and in the Shadow of Death, to guide their 
Feet into the way of Peace and Safety, Luks i. 79. 
Their bright Converſation fa ſhines among Men; 
that they ſee the Power of God's Grace in it, and 
are thereby induc to give Glory to God, who has 
given fuch Power to Men, and: W 2 


holy Emulation to imitate their Works. 


The Life of a good Miniſter is the Voice of one 
crying in the Wildernefs, and ſuch a quickning 
Voice as ſometimes reaches the Ears of them that 


are Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins: The pious Ex- 


amples of Preachers are the beſt Sermons, and 
Thouſands can underſtand the meaning of a good 


Life, that cannot apprehend the meaning of a good 


. 


Serman. e 
As a Candle lights which way ſoever it goes, ſo 
Miniſters ſhou'd be Preachers whereſoever -they 


are, nor only in their Pulpits bur Practice; and 
this is the way to convince an Infidel World, that 
there is a future State, that there is a real Truth in 


Religion, and a mighty Power in it, to change the 


Heart and elevate the Mind above Earthly Things. 


Such adorn the Goſpel, and render it amiable in 


the Eyes of the World, whereby Prejudices are re- 
moved, and a Way made for its Entrance into the 


- In 
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In the Primitive Times nothing recommended 
the Chriſtian Religion more, than the holy Lives | x 

of Miniſters and People, which had no little in- 9 
fluence on the Converſion of Fuſtin Martyr, and || | 

others. 

Among the Heathens of Old, the Garments of V 
the Prieſts were to be. pure and clean from Spots, 2 
which was ſignificative of that Purity of Life re- | \ 
quired of em, puraque in veſte Sacerdos. irg. He | | 
(lays one of em) who has the Charge of Divine Ser- | , 
vice muſt be Holy, not for a ſet Time, but all by Days. 3 

Demoſth. in Orar. contra Tim. 4 

In many Places the Eccleſiaſticks among the Mo- 
dern Pagans, are Men of Exemplary Lives, parti- 5 
cularly in Siam in the Ex 2 where Iavernier : 

ſays, they are outwardly very Modeſt Men, and 0 
never ſeen to be Angry. 3 

As Miniſters generally excel the People in Gifts |» 
and learned Acquirements, ſo they ſhould in Grace 

and Holineſs ; the Court of the Prieſts, into which | p 

the People might not enter, was moſt Holy; God t 
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expects greater Meaſures of Holineſs from us than 
others, we converſe with God in the Mount, and 

our Faces ſhould ſhine, Be ye clean that bear the Veſ- 
fels of the Sanctuary, Iſai. lvii. 11. Tho' the Holineſs | 
of our Perſons ſanctifies not that which is Pro- 

phane, yet the Impurity of our Perſons and Lives 

| may defile thar which 1s Holy. 


Examples are a kind of Inſtruction intelligible 'n 
to all Perſons, and often influences more than the * 
moſt elegant and pathetick Sermons; ; therefore n 
when Miniſters go before their People in a Life 1 
Holineſs, and thereby provoke em to good Works, 4 
they contribute not a little to their Defence and e 
1 2 

Q 
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thy Prayers for them. 
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2. Good Miniſters defend a People by their Prayers. 
Praying Miniſters are God's peculias Fayourites, 
greatly beloved, Men of Power and Intereſt in 
Heavens 5 „ 
When Iael (who hanker'd after the Idols, as 
well as Onyons and Garlick of Egypt) had formed 
a God after the Egyptian Mode, the Anger of Gd 
was kindled againſt them: Now therefore, ſaid God 
to Moſes, let me alone, that my Wrath may wan hot 
againſt them, and that I may conſume them, Exod: - 
xxxXil. 10, 11. that is, Do not thou hinder me by. 


Dr 


Such a Miniſter is worth a thouſand others, 7 


XXX1U. 23. If. there be a Meſſenger with him, one of a © © 

thouſand. Such was Maſes in the Day of God's In- 

dignation; ſuch was Phineas in the time of the 
Plague; ſuch was Elijah in the great Drought, he 


prayed, and upon his Requeſt God ſent Rain. 


Thus, for Paul's fake, all the Ships Crew and 
Paſſengers (near 300 Souls) were ſaved, Ads xvU,. - 
there's no doubt but wicked Men are frequently fa- - 
voured with Deliverances for the | fake of their 
righreous Neighbours, who intercede with God for 
em; and we are not without Inſtances of dread- 
ful Judgments on Places; upon the Death of goed 
ſuch is able - 


Some Men have prided rhemfelves in the Sir- - 
name of Great; thus we read of Amiochus, Alex 
ander, Herod, and Pompey the. Great; there are ma- 
ny of God's Servants, tho poor and contemprible -: 
in the ſight of Men, that are great Men with God, 
and have done greater Things than the greateſt of 
thoſe Great Ones: For Example, E net the ſaving 
of one Soul a greater matter than the deſtroying 
of a chouſand Lives? Is ir not a greater Work to.. 
—— „ _ 


Men, eſpecially good Miniſters: One 
to do more than many others. 
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ſubdue Souls to Chriſt, than to enſlave Bodies to 


Man's boundleſs Ambition? Thoſe Heroes who af- 
fected the Appellation of Great, work'd together 


with the Devil to deſtroy Mankind; good Miniſters 
work together with God to reſcue miſerable Souls 


from Deſtruction. 5 | 
Thus you ſee the Weapons of their Warfare 
which are nor Carnal bur Spiritual, are powerful 


to pull down the ſtrong Holds of Darkneſs, ro ward 


aff the Strokes of Divine Vengeance, and to pro- 


cure and confirm the beſt of Bleſſings to a People 


cer whom they preſide as Watchmen, for. the good 


af. their. Souls... 
o 


1, Good Miniſters. are the greateſt Bleſſings to a 
Land; the Chariots-and Horſemen thereof. Hap- 
Pyrtire People who abound in ſuch Bleſſings. God 
threatens to bring a Famine of Hearing the Word, 
Amos uiii. 11. not a Famine of Reading buc Hearing 
it 3; intimating, that alrho' we have Bibles, yer if 
there be no preaching, rhere. is a. Famine of the 
Word in the Land. : 3 | 

In the Primitive Church, a faithful Miniſter was 

dearer to em than the moſt valuable Earthly Bleſ- 

ſings beſides: When Chryſaſtom, Biſhop of Conſtan- 

z inople, was driven by Eudoxia the Empreſs into 

Baniſhmear, the People burſt into Tears and cry'd 
out, Tas better the Sun ſhould. not ſhine than that 


Ghryſoftom, ſhould not preach. 


They could not then looſe their Spiritual Guides 
bur they look d upon themſelves as Orphans, re- 


ſenting their Death with ſuch deep and general La- 


mentation as if they had loſt a common Father. 
When Baſil, Biſhop of Cæſarea, lay a Dying, the 
Whole Ciry came abour him, not able to bear his | 
3 . „„ Depar- 


Far Mr. THOMAS RISPDENY. r 
Departure from them, praying as if they would 


have forcibly derained his Soul in the Bod. 


As good Miniſters are the greateſt Bleſſings, ſo. 


the want of em is a ſore Judgment; it's hard to 
determine which is the greater judgment, the de. 


creaſe of faithful Miniſters, or the increaſe of thoſe 


that are otherwiſe.  _ 


It's certain, none are greater Enemies to Reli-. 


gion than ambirious, ignorant, wordly, or pro- 


phane Miniſters: The degeneracy of+ the Aſian 


Churches is charged upon the Angels of the Chur- 
ches, or the Biſhops.of em, as ſome are pleas'd to 


underſtand ir, Rev. ii. It is rare that a Land be- 


comes full of Sin, bur the Miniſtry of it are deep- 
ly involv'd in the Guilt; it's a true Proverb, Like 
People like Prieſt, Hoſea iv. 9, 


God ſeldom removes the Candleſtick from a Pe- 
ple, till their Lights grow dim, and go out in a. 


Snuff: The removing of uſeful Miniſters, preſages 
Judgment ; the ſwarming of prophane Miniſters, . 


procures it. 5 
I-bave ſomerimes thought the State of the. Land 
to be like that of the Old Britains, when God ſent 
the Saxons among them, to be the ſevere Inſtru- 
ments of his Diſpleaſure. oe 
Venerable Bede ſays, © Thar after many Judg- 
« ments they had labour d under, God ſuddenly 


_ « pleſt em with Peace and great plenty of the Fruits. 
« of the. Earth, together with which Luxury grew 


up, and this was accompany d with all manner of 


„ Wickedneſs, eſpecially Cruelty, Enmity agamſt the 


« Truth, Love of. Lying and Diſſimulation, ſo that if 
« any among 'em ſeem'd more candid or favoura- 


4 ble to the Truth, he was hated. and oppoſed. b 
all, as the common Enemy of Britain; and theſe 
Things were done, not only by Secular Perſons, 


66. * 
. but 
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bur by the Flock of Chriſt and the Paſtors there- 


of; theſe caſt off the eaſy Yoak of Chriſt, and 
« gave up themſelves to Drunkenneſf, Animoſity, 
« S$orzfe, Contention, Envy, and other Wickedneſſes 
of rhe like Nature. Bede Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. 14. 

One would think almoft he were a Writing the 


Hiſtory of our Age, and deſcribing the late and pre- 
ſient State of his ſinful Iſland, where all Fleſh have 


corrupted their Ways, How u the Gold become dim, 
the moſt fine Gold changed, Cament Fo emiab's. 
Complainr may be apply'd ro us, viz. From the Pro- 
phets at Ferufalem is Prophaneneſi gone forth into all 
the Land, Jerem. xxti!. 15.---- If nor fay of Eng- 
Lond what Salvian, a Prieft of Marſeilles, (who lived 
in the Vrh Century) ſpeaks of the Church in his 
Time, when it was over-run by the Goths and 

Nundal- : 
* The very Church of God, 0 ſays he) which 


L, Tenge to ſtudy to appeafe the Wrath of God, doth 
: * moſt-grievoufly provoke him; and beſides, a ve- 


«ry few forſake Sin; Whar. is every Chriſtian 
© Congregation almoſt, but a Sink of Vices ? How 


<-few will you find in the Church, that are not ei- 


ther Drunkards, or Gluttons, or Adulterers, or 
Fornicators, or Oppreffors, or Luxurious, or 
4. Robbers, or. Murderers, and that which is worſe | 


than all this,. there ts no End of them! Sal u. de 
Dei Gubern. lib. 3. 


Tho, thro' the Goodneſs of God, Things are 


not ſo bad with us, yet we have reaſon ro-fear, that 
the Cry of our Iniquities is come up to Heaven, 
for God is coming our of his Place ro puniſh the 
— round — and whar are we berter than 


— — — — 


eee 
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13 World, but for a ſhort time; they Fight the 


good Fight of Faith, and then the Soveraign King 


calls them home. Your Fathers, where are they, 
and the Prophets, do they live for eve? 

Have we ſeen them as our Teachers? The Hour 
is coming we ſhall ſee them no more: Have they 


been to us as 4 very lovely Song of one that hath 4 


pleaſant Voice, and their Words as an Honeycomb, 

ſweet to the Soul, and Health to the Bones? The Time 

is approaching when their Mouths ſhall be ſtopp d, 
and we ſhall hear them ſpeaking in the Name of 


of Chriſt no more, Rel xxxiil. 32. Prov. xvi. 24. 


Have we ſeen them as our Guides in publick 


Worſhip > The Day is coming we ſhall ſee them 


no more: Have we ſeen em as Directors and 
Comforters of our Conſciences? In a very little 
time we ſhall ſee them no more; all our Ciſterns 
muſt be broken, and never repaired more, that we 
may live upon the Fountain that never fails; rheſe 
bright Stars that directed us to Chriſt, and conduct- | 
ed us in the way of our Dury, muſt ſer, and neven 


appear more in this Horizon: Their Days are num- 


bered, their Months determined, ſo long and no 
longer muſt they live; their Work i is cut our, and 


when that is done, they reſt from their Labours. 


3. The Death of good Miniſters #s a great Loſs. 


When they die, the Glory is departed, and the 


Fences of I/ſrae/ broken down: Their Death often 
porrends Evil ro the World, eſpecially when ſuch 


as are moſt eminenr for Piery and Praye er are taken 
away. 


Help, Men, Brethren and Fathers, mount the 


Breach, and wreſtle with God, cry mightily to him, 
and ſpare not, for a divided and bleeding Nation! 


Our Breach is wide, like the Sea, Oh! pray that it 


be not r widen d more and more: Our.choſen Men, 


Who 
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who ſtood upon the Gap to divert the Storm, are 

fal'n: Our Chariots and Horſemen of T/ael are 

_ eaſt into a deep Sleep: Our faithful Watchmen 
that ſtood upon our Walls, and never held their 
peace Day nor Night, are gone down to the place 


of Silence: Our powerful Interceſſors, who as 


Princes pre vailed with God, and held his Hand in 
the Day of his fierce Anger, are cauſed to ceaſe 
from among us. . 
But my Buſineſs is not to excite your Grief fo 
mucb as to direct it to its proper Ends, therefore 
ſhall conclude the whole with the ſubſequent Ad- 
vices. „ 5 
x, Be ſenſible of the Breach made upon you ; and 
why the Aurhor of Life is contending with you by 
the Death of your dearly beloved Paſtor : What a 


8 Loſs have yon of a Minifter, who naturally cared: 


for your fpirirual State? 


Was he nor a Father to you of this Congregati- | 
. en? And were you not his Glory and Joy, and I 


hope, will be his Crown of refoycing, in the Preſence 
of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, at his Coming, 1 Theſſ. it. 
29, 20. f | | : 3 
Can't many of you ſay, you were Begotten again 
to a tively Hope by his Miniftry ? Did he not care 


for you. as an affectionate Father for his Children? 


You are now left deſolare, but yau have a Father 
in Heaven, who ever lives, and will provide for 
you; nay, has provided already Fehovah Fireh. 

Indulgent and Kind has the Providence of God 


been towards you above others, while many Con- 


gregations have been ſuddenly Widow'd, and left 


in an unſettled, divided Condition; your ancient 


Miniſter has been ſpared to you, till he has quali- 
fFy d one out of his own Loins to ſucceed him: May 


che Spirit of your Elijah that is gone, reſt upon 


him, | 


. in his Family. 
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him, and may you, under his Care, flouriſh like 
the Palm Tree, bring forth Fruit till old Age, and 
remain fat and flouriſhing. | 

Let the deſtitute Widow, who is deprived of a 
moſt render faithful Companion, rruſt in God, 
whoſe Compaſſions are unlimited: Your dear Re- 


Ilative is fallen aſleep in Jeſus, he'll awake and riſe 


again at the great Day, and then you ſhall meer and 
part no more ; the Trouble ar parting now, will: 


come infinitely ſhorr'of that Pleaſure which will 


attend your meeting then, | 


What a Loſs have his dear Children ! Say, My Fa- © 
ther, my Father, the Guide of our Youth, thou art 


gone and our Eyes ſhall fee thee no more: Oh! 


may we never forget the Inſtructions of ſuch a Fa- 
ther; may the Voice of his Tears and ardent Pray- 
ers he pur up for us, be heard in Heaven, thy 
Dwelling-Place ! Hear, O Lord, thoſe Supplica- 
tions, and in faithfulneſs anſwer them: Oh ! may 
we ſo live, as to give our dear Father an Opportu- - 
nity to ſay, when Chriſt ſhall appear, Here I am, and 
the Children thou haſt given me, and none of them 
is i. > 7 
2. Be thank ful to God you enjoyed him fo long. God 
made him uſeful in this Country above 50 Years, 
and he has been your ſtated Miniſter above 30 
Year | | 5g 
The Miniſtry of Chriſt and ohn Bapeiſt laſtec 
not full 4 Vears; and if we look into Church Hi- 


| ſtory, we ſhall find very few Miniſters who la- 
bour d ſo long in the Vineyard as yours did, eſpe- 
cially with ſo much Vigour and Affection; for tho be 
was in the $7th Year of his Age, yet on the Lord's 


the Lord's Supper, and pray d, as whua), three times 


Day before he dy d, he preachd Twice, deliver d 


* 
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/ © Acknowledge Ged in him now he is dead: You 
thank God for your Food when the Meat is taken MW ;,, 
away; how much more ought we to do ſo for our 
ſpiritual Food, and the Diſpenſers of it, when they th 
are gone? | | 8 an 
Vou have the more reaſon to be thankful, by rea- - 
fon of the good Succeſs of his Miniſtry ſo vitible a. ff 
mong you, in that commendable Seriouſneſs diſpers d C 
through your Society by his ſucceſsful Labours. 
| You have nor only received the ſpiritual Food at re 
his Hands, bur have grown thereby ; and therefore 
you have double Reaſon to be thankful for the long }} .,; 
enjoy d Bleſſing of ſuch a Miniſter. 5 1 
3. Let his Death remind you of your Departure, the D 
Time of which is at Hand, We are all haſtning © 
to the Tribunal of God, and Oh! how ſoon ſhall 
you and I be there? Oh! thou who haſt no Plea- WW 
ſure in the Deſtruction of Sinners, prepare us for gi 
rhoſe awful Solemnities, of Death and Judgment! FF 


The Hour is fix d, die we muſt, without Reme- ft. 
dy; we may ſweeten the bitter Cup, but cannot bs 
avoid drinking it: When the Time comes, go we 5. 

muſt, whether we will or no; and when we die, es 
our Eternal Condition is determin d. 3 

Death, that ſnuts up the Scene of Time, will“ 

uſher us into an unchangeable World; and what is 2 
moſt dreadful to think of, if we miſcarry at Death I _. 
we are irretrievably ruin d; for the Error of dying C 
ill once, can never be rectify d by dying well at ano- * 
hh ER... 5 
The Race we are in is for Eternity, and is to f| _ 


be run but once, we are within a few Moments of 
the End, ſo that Heaven will ſoon be won, or loſt || P 
for ever. Can you believe this, and live quietly * 
in your Sins? Dare you die in an unconverted | 
State? If not, how then dare you live in it? * 
N 2. ne 
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4. Be followers of your deceaſed Miniſter, as he fol. 


| lowed Chriſt. Conſider the excellent Pattern he left 
you to imitate; he exceeded moſt in all Parts of 
the Chriſtian Life; his common Speech was ſerious 


and edifying, always chearful without Levity or 
profuſe Liberty; he had the Happineſs of a ſweet, 
affable, communicative Temper, which made his 
Converſation equally pleaſant and inſtructive. 

In him you might ſee the Primitive Simplicity 
reviv'd ; his rejoycing was this, The Teſtimony of 
a good Conſcience, that in godly Sinceriry, nor 
with fleſhly Wiſdom, bur by the Grace of God, he 
had his Converſation in this World without Gall or 
Deceit. Eg e . 
As an able Divine and faithful Miniſter, he ap- 
proved himſelf to God and your Conſciences; a 
Workman that needed not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth. | 

His Integrity and Humility convey'd a freſh Lu- 
tre to every other Grace, and to all his Perfor- 
mances. Tho Non-Conformity uſually expoſes to 
Scorn and Reproach, yer he had the Felicity of 
eſcaping all rhoſe particular Obloquies, which many 
others of the ſame Denominarion undergo, —_ 

He lived in a chearful and conſtant Exerciſe of 
Faith, remarkably. mortify d to all ſenſitive Enter- 
tainments; ſuch a Sun could not but Set without a 
Cloud; he lived ſo as to ſecure a Title to the Houſe 
not made with Hands: and as he liv'd, ſo he dy'd 
under the refreſning Senſe of Divine Love, not 
moleſted with any Doubts or Fears, but peaceably 
putting on Immortality, he ſlept in Jeſus. Then 


mark this perfect Man, and behold this upright 
Man; for the End of this Man was Peace. 


. 
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= CY ro ſee this Tribute of Ho- 


— and — Mr. Thomas Riſley, who brings 


ſors, who were wormed ovt of the Church by that 
ungrateful Act, the Act of Uniformity. 

le was deſcended from a reputable and religious 
Family near Warrington ; his Father, who died 


1670, Aged 82, was an excellent Chriſt ĩan, a bright ; 


and becoming Ornament to his Profeſſion ; he was 
inſpired with a generous loving Temper, which ex- 
erted ir ſelf on every juſt Occaſion, of which it's no 
{ſmall Inſtance, that he allowed Yearly 5 J. to his 
Pariſh Miniſter, our of 40 l. per Anmm. 

- Religion indeed is a publick Virtue, and where- 
ever it obtains, diſpoſes its Profeſſors to univerſal 


Goodneſs ; it does not conſiſt in a meer avoidance 
of Evil, bur. doing good, that is the Balance in 


which we are to be weigh d on the Day of Tryal. 
The Spirit of Holineſs is eminently a Spirit of 


Love to God and Mankind, it ſoftens our rough Na- 


tures, and produces a Tenderneſs that mightily re- 
commends Religion to ſuch who are Strangers or 


ayerle to ir, This beings to wy Mind the * 
e 


— | HEN we conſider with what Ve- 
gneration not only the Names bur | 
Bodies of the Dead have been ever 
treated by all Nations, you'll not 


our paid to the Memory of the 
up the Rear of thoſe Chriſtian Heroes and Confeſ- 
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ble Effects of one generous and charitable Act done 
by a few Chriſtians in the IVth Century; the Sto- 
ry is this in Subſtance, One Pachomius, a Pagan 
Soldier, coming with an Army almoſt ſtarved into 
a Chriſtian Town, the Chriftians of their own Ac- 
cord did immediately Succour and Relieve them; 


he wonder'd at ſo free and generous a Diſpoſition, - - 
and enquired what ſort of People they were; it 


was anſwer d, They were Chriſtians, whoſe Profeſſi- 
on was to hurt no Man, and to do Good to every 


Man; which made ſuch an Impreſſion on the Sol- 


dier, hat he embraced the Chriſtian Religion, be- 


came a Diſciple to Palemon, and an eminent Pro- 


feſſor of the True Faith. 
Eminent in this kind is a Paſſage, which chat e- 


very way agreeable and excellent Man Mr. Tong 


| meations in the Life of the Reverend Mr. Fohn 


Shower, which is of a certain religiozs and wealthy 


Merchant, who having heard of the Loſs of a Ship: 


in which he had Effects to the value at leaſt of 
1500 1. preſently called to his Caſh-keeper, and or- 


der'd him to diſtribute 100 J. among ſuch poor Mi- 
nifſters and Chriſtians as he directed; for, ſays he, 


if ir be going by 150 l. at a Lump, it 's time to make 
ſure of ſome part of it before it be all gone, 2 
Mr. Riſiey the Father had two Sons, Fob 


Thomas, | Fohn the Eldeſt was born 1628, 2 


who is the Subject of the eninng Treatiſe, born 


Aug. 2}. 1630. 


Their good Father, well knowing how much the 
e even of Nations depends on the right ma- 
nagement of Children, was very careful to give his 
ns Religious, as well as Liberal Education; 


nor were his pious Endeavours in vain, for the ear- 


al and e Impreſſion. 


ly Ideas he form'd in their Minds of Virtue and 
Vice, did by the Divine Bleſſing N an n effectu- | 


D 4: King-. 
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Kingdoms as well as Families ſhare in the good 
or bad Effects of Childrens Education; thus the 
Empire of Perſia flouriſh'd under the Government ir 
of Cyrus and Darius, who were brought up in War- 
like Toyls and Labours, and were Strangers to the n 
_ eaervarting Delights of a Court; on the other hand, In 
how did is Glories decline under their Sons Came | + 
byſes and Xerxes, who were educated in the luxuri- 
ous Softneſs of the Medes, and Pleaſures of an ef- } ., 
feminate Palace; and this was owing to their Fa- Ef 
thers, who, while they were ſpreading the Perſian [ 
t 
: 
\ 


= x 


Glory abroad, committed their Children ro femi- 
nine Guardians at home. 5 
The reaſoning of Plato upon the manner of edu -- 
cating theſe Princes, is very juſt and excellent, and | e 
ſnews the Correſpondence there was between the 
Manner of their Government, and the Method of 
their Education. Fo | 
Private Families are the primary Sources of lar. | , 
ger Societies, and the Fate of the latter depends ve- a 
( 
{ 


ry much upon the right management of the former. 
Mr. Fohn and Mr. Thomas Riſtey having finiſh'd 
their Claſſick Studies in the Country, under Mr. 
Askworth, Maſter of the Sehool at Warrington, were | - 
ſent ro the Univerſity. Mr. John Riſley went toOx- | 
ford 1648, was entred in Pembroke-College, and after | 
ſpending ſome Years there, was prefer d to a Fel- | 
Jowſhip in New-College, where Fanuary 14. 1661. he 
died of the New Fever, as Dr, Millis his Phyſician 
termed it. 1 „„ 8 
- In the Year 1649, Mr. Thomas Riſley went to Ox- 
ford, and enter d likewiſe in Pembroke-College, where 
after four Years ſtanding, he was elected Fellow of 
that College, and acquird univerſal Applauſe, in. 
Execution of thar Truſt repoſed in him. 
It was obſervd by his Acquaintance, that he 
ſpent his Time there as a Recluſe, ä 
I = | with. 


ing rh 
_ entire ſrrmper to. 
affected Obſcurity and Receſs from the World, 
on a ſolitary Mountain thar he was — 1. 


ty, bur he ſtudiouſſy avoided em; that Fountain 


all thar cometh is Vanity. 
con and Presbyter che ſame Day, by the chen Bi 
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with his Stady than the Theater, cloſely 3 5 ; 
o 


Learn- 
popular. Fame. = 
Nor is ſuch a Solitude ſo incommodious as ſome 4 
may imagine, ſince it's attended with a thouſand in- 
nocencies, that a more publick Appearance 1 is an 


his tha yr Deſi 1 more to purchaſe uſef 


Our Lord Redevmer, tho' a publick Perſon, yer 


far as it did not interfere with the great Ends of his 
Incarnation; Deſerts, Gardens and Mommrains 
heard him pray, and were Witneſſes ro in . 
and Sighs in his Prayers which are unurterable 
was in the Wildernefs he fed his Thouſands, - 


and afterwards tranſlared. 
Mr. Riley had opportunities of publick Cbnverle; 
and indeed could ſcarce ſhun them in an Uni | 


of Learning wherein fo many ſtudy only to nc gf | 
dize themſelves, he improved to his farther- / 
quaintance with Jeſus Chriſt the Fountain df Life 
and there is no doubr but he did this upon a 
viction, that proficiency in human Literature, the. 
our a proportionable. Progreſs in the Divine Life, is 
only to graſp at the Shadow, and ler the 8 ſtances. 
go; that ir is a walking in a vain Show, whetein 


November 10. 1662. he Was ;rdain'd. Dea-- 


ſhop of Norwich, as appears by his'Lordthip's Cer-- 
tificares of his Ordination, Who Lives him a err 
| honourable Character. 

ore his Ordination he formed a Diſcourſe up⸗ - 
on As xiv. 2, 3. which he ſays, was to further his 
NMeditations and Preparations for that ſolemn Occa- 


fon, which bi ve — concludes B to — 
e 


= - 


D 
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be Miniſterial Function requires a great deal more ef C 

ftrictneſt in thee than when thou wert a private Man; | poi 
thy Example muſt be holy, thy Recreatious few and in- |} ten, 
offenſive, thy Studies duly followed, thy Prayers frequent, ¶ hav 
th Ends in undertaking the Miniſterial Office holy and ¶ ana 
apright, without views of filthy Lucre, thy Society with Ar. 
4% Pariſh and People as occafion offers, and always to } aſe 
their Edification,. thy Familiarity with the beſt Chri- ¶ fici 
Stians ; thou art as. a Beacon on a Hill, every one's Eze i and 
#: uon thee... Os. | TP 
His Preferment in the College he held till Augu# | wh 
24, 1662. when he was.obliged to ſurrender his I con 
Fellowſhip by the Uniformiry Act, which impoſed | ſb: 
Terms he could nor with a. ſafe Conſcience ſub- D. 
Fribe to; however, the reſpect they had for him, || ſta 
and'the unwillingneſs to looſe ſo valuable a: Mem- wi. 

ber of their Body, prompted them to allow him a tut 

Lear to confider of the Cale. 
During that interval of Eavour, he made it his he 
Buſineſs to examine and ſtudy the Terms of Con- | th 
formity, which he did with greateſt Diligence and 
Impartiality, that he mighe be able to ſatisfie others 
as well as his own Conſcience, that he was not car- 
tied away by the Prejudices of Education. 


But after the urmoſt Scrutiny, he could not ſa- I m 
tisfy himſelf to Conform for any Place, how ad- di 
vantagious ſoe ver, upon the Conditions preſcribed ft 
and required by that Act, an Act by which abour be 

. 20g9 Miniſters were turn d out of the Church, and | p: 
Which gave Birth to the preſent Nonconformity. 1 
Hereunto I have annext the Inſtrument by which h 


Re was to have been confirmed in, his Fellowſhip tl 
in Pembroke-College, under the Hands of the King's L 
Viſitors of the Univerſity of Oxford, with a Proviſo tl 
he conformed according to the Statute. LS 
Jo all Chriſtian People to whom. theſe Preſents ſhall || © 
eme, We the Commiſſioners for viſuing the. ICE, To 
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of Oon, with others by bis Gracious Majeſty duly a- 


pointed and aſſigned; whoſe Names are here under-writ- 

ten, ſend greeting. We the Commiſſiners aforeſaid, 

having | received ſufficient Teſtimony of the honeſt Life 
and ſober Converſation of Thomas Riſley, Maſter of 
Arts, and Fellow of Pembroke-College in Oxon, a 
alſo of his Diligence in his Studies, his Progreſs and Suf 
ficiency in Learning, and Conformity to the Dectrine 
and Diſcipline of the Church of England, the Govern- 
ment of this Univerſity, and the Statutes of the College 
wherein he lives, do by. theſe Preſents,. ratify, allow and 
confirm-the ſaid Mr. Thomas Rilley in hu ſaid Fellow 
ſhip in Pembroke-College æforeſaid, with all Rights, 


Dues, and all Perquiſites thereunto belonging, notwith- 
ſtanding any Nullities, Irregularities, or Imperfe&ions, 
within a ſtrict Interpretation of the ſaid College Sta- 
tutes, may be chjected againſt hi Election and Admiſſi- 
on. into the ſaid Fellowſhip, in witneſs whereof We have 
hereunto ſubſcribed cur Names; theſe Preſents dated 
the 12 Day of June, in the Tear of our Lord 1661. 


| 


Paul Hood, Vice Can. 
Michael Woodward, S..Th. D. 
Thomas Barlow, D. D. 5 


bours as ſcrupled Conformity to the Ceremonisus 


part of the Eſtabliſn d Worſhip, counting it Sacri- 


lege to alienate himſelf from that Work to which 


he had been ſo ſolemnly devoted in his Ordination, 


tho' forbidden by Men, whoſe Commands in that 
Inftance did, in his Apprehenſion, interfere wil 
thoſe of the Supreme Legiſlator. 


Upon this Subject he writes thus, for which he 


quotes. Biſhop Andrews Pattern, V. Com. viz. 
5 4 to that which concerns our yielding Obedience to 


the 


. the Commands of our Superiors, common Reaſen tells us, 
that when a Magiſtrate caſts aſide the Werd of God, 


which gives him his Commiſſion, (by me Kings reign); 
if it be clear and evident, that his Commands be contrc- 
Ty to his Commiſſion, he ceaſes in that particular to be 


our Superior, becauſe his Commiſſion extends not to com- 


mand againſt God: The Concluficn is to ſay with St. Pe- 


ter and St. John, when the Prieſts and Rulers command- 
ed them to preach no more in the Name of Feſus, Whe- 


ther it be right in the ſight of God to hearken unto 


vou more than God, judge ye.----Abſolute Obedience 
7s due to Ged only, page 330, 331, 336. on V. Com. 
Conſcience (adds he) is ſubject to God's Law imme- 
diately, to Man's Law mediately, becauſe Conſcience 
the Fudiment of Man upon himſelf, as he i5 ſubje& to 
| God's Judgment. The Doctors of Rome ſay, that the 
Laity ſhould believe and acquieſce in what their Teach- 
ers ſay, without the exerciſe of their own Fudgment of 


 Diſeretion ; herein lies the very Heart of Popery, and 


makes Tanorance the Mother of their blind Devotion. 


The Turks make it Death to examine Religion, bus (| 


© 


God ſays, prove all things, ſearch the Scriptures.---- 

en we give Honour, cui non oportet, this 1s Idola- 

try, or quantum non oportet, and thy x Superſtition. 
vid. Biſhop Andrews Catech. p. 180. 

Love of Unity and Verity, Peace and Purity 1j the beſt 

' Uniformity ; let Unity be kept in neceſſary Things, Li- 


berty in indifferent Things, and Charity in both; from 
hence, ſays Mr. Rifley, we enjoy our prefent Goſpel Li- 


berty, and may with our conforming Brethren become 
Huſtruments for the Salvation of Sinners ;- to quicken us 
herennto, it may not be amiſs to take notice of the ſavory 
Paſſage of Biſhop Williams to a grave Miniſter, who 
came to him for Inſtitution and Induction. 

T have (fays his Lordſhip) paſs'd thro many Places 
of Honour both in Church and State, but were I aſſured 


that by my preaching ] had converted but one Soul unto 


God, 


ſr 


» 3 Da © 
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God, I ſhould:take therein more ſpiritual Foy and Com- 
fort, than in all the Honours and Offices which have been 


7 


beſtowed upon me. Fuller's Ch. Hiſt. B. II. 


Paſſage often in his Mouth, viz. Such as are again#t 


St. 1 7 Abbot of Bangor, had thi remarkable 1 
preaching of the Word of God envy the Salvation of 


Mankind, ibid. B. I. p. 42. See 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. 


Miniſters are the Light of the World, and « it not a 
great Sin to celipſe this Light by the inter poſition of Car- 
ual Ordinances 2 Miniſters are God's Seedſmen, and to 
whom be has committed the Plow of the Goſpel, which © 
muſt go forward in cold and windy Weather, as well as 


Fc, 0 


other part of this clouded Interval Mr. Riſley 


ſpent in viſiting his poor ſick Neighbours, for whoſe 


ſake he apply'd himſelf to the Study of Phyſick, on 
purpoſe that he might be ſerviceable to their Bo- 


dies as well as their Souls; this. Compaſſion to the 


Bodies of Men, which he exerciſed to the laſt, did 


more effectually engage their Attention when he ad- 


miniſtred Spiritual Advice to them. 8 * 


In this rural Receſs, his way of Living was in a 
choſen Obſcuriry, chuſing rather to ſhineto him- 
{elf and neceſſitous Neighbours, than ro the World. 
er he had been in the Country about 4 Years, 
'ice-Chancellor of Oxford ſent him a preſſing 
Invitation to return thither, promiſing him Prefer- 
ment 0 encourage his Conformity. It's true, he had 


a Competency to live on, yet the proſpect of ſuch 


an Addition to bis Eſtate could not but be very in- 


viting, and doubtleſs. he had readily cloſed with 


ſuch an Overture, if he could have any ways ſafely 
comply'd with the Oaths, Covenants, Subſcriptions, 
required by the new Law, to qualify Perſons for 
Places of Profit and Truſt; he had alſo encourage- 
ment to Conform from Dr. Hall and Dr. Sherlock, of 
Winwick, bur declined it for the ſame reaſon, "i | 

| ere 


45 The L IF E of 

Here we ſee the Charms of the World that are 
ſuch fatal Snares to others, who for ſuch Entertain- 
ments make Shipwreck of a good Conſcience, could 
not move him to ſtretch a point in favour of his Se- 
cular Intereſt. The reſpect he had to the Dictates 
of Conſcience (God's Repreſentative in Man) and 
unto the Recomvence of Reward, would not per- 
mit him to conſult with Fleſh and Blood, or ſeek 
great Things for himſelf: Thus he ſerved his Gene- 
ration on ſelf-denying Terms, chuſing rather to ſuf- 
fer Affliction with the People of God, than to enjoy 
the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, eſteeming Re- 


proach for Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures 


ee, BT 

Some time after he met with a conſiderable Tryal 
that very ſenſibly touch d him, bur the Cloud ſoon 
blew over to his great Comfort, upon which occa- 
fion he drew up and ſigned a Paper (June 17. 1677) 
which he calls a Memorial, and is as follows: 
The Servants of God have in all Ages bound them- 


ſelves by an Oath of Allegiance to God, as their Sove- 


reign ; thus David in his own Perſon ſolemnly engaged 
himfelf as by Oath, to keep God's righteous udgments, 
Pal. cxix. 106. I have ſworn, and I will perform it. 
So 2 Chron. xv. 12. They entred into a Covenant to 
ſerve the Lord. $o Ezra x. 3. Now therefore let 


us make a Covenant with our God. Se Nehem. 


x. 29. They entred into a Curſe, and into an Oath to 
walk in God's Law, imprecating God's Wrath upon 
themſelves, if they ſhould be falſe to their Oath ; which 


Federal ſolemn Profeſſion of Obedience, by ſubſcribing 


with the Hand the Prophet declares, Iſai. xliv. 5. And 
another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand unto the Lord. 


One main end of the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper x to bind me as it were by an Oath, to become 


God's faithful Servant; this Covenant-Oath 1 fir#t 
entred into by my Baptiſm, and have often renewed it x 
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the Lord's Table, according to the Cemmandment, 1 
Cor. xi. 23. N . $465 er. 

Oh Lord my God my Heart « deceitful above all 
things, and by Nature deſperately wicked, hence it j that 
I have broken my Vows, but thou art a Covenant-keeping 


God: I ſue for the promiſed Grace of the Covenant to 


perform my part, for I am without Strength, but thou 
haſt laid help on one that i mighty, my Eyes are unto © 
him, my hope j in his meritorious Death. Lord] periſh 
without an Intereſt in the Bleſſings of the Covenant of 
Free-Grace, thro the great Mediator thereof, Help, Lord, 


for his ſake who is infinitely worthy ; # not thy Promiſe 
to the empty, the hungry and thirſty Sinners? Tea, Lord, 


it F. © 
which thou haſt cauſed thy Servant to hope : Didſt thou 
not ſend thy dear Son to ſeek, and ſave that which j loft ? 


Particularly, I humbly pray for a ſanctiſied uſe of all 


my Afﬀiictions, for the ſake of my dear Saviour, who ſuf- 
fer'd and ſatufy d for my Sins; that I being chaſtiz'd of 
the Lord, ſhould not be - condemn'd with the World: I 
therefore make bold in Chriſt's Name to profirate my felf 
before thy Throne: Oh, my God, be pleas d to own this 


Matter I am about, it 1 ſincerely and heartily offer d un- 


to thee as my free Act and Deed, 70 ſerve thee in 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all the Days of my Life, ac- 
cording to thy Word and my folemn Engagement made in 
Baptiſm, and renewed at the Lord's Table. 
Oh bleſſed Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, my Heart will 
go back. if I be left to my ſelf, therefore do thou keep me 


by thy Power thro' Faith unto Salvation. Faithful and 


true art thou who haſt promiſed, Lord, T believe; help ] 
unbelief ; accept of this my Memorial, which by Faith 
in my Redeemer I have written; it s a Witneſs and a 
Regiſter of delivering up my ſelf Soul and Body unto 
thee, againſt the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, is 
ſtands founded on thy Word and faderal Seals, which o- 
blige me to this, or ſome other ſolemn, particular, fenſe- 1 

TT | 7 


— 


! make good the Word unto thy Servant, onthe © 
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ble Demenſtration of my firm and real Covenant-Profeſ. 
ſion of my love and fear of thee for ever, | 
I truſt in my God thro Feſus Chriſt, who ever lives | 
to make interceſſion for me, that this ſhall be confirmed 
in Heaven, by imprinting thy Covenant-Obedience upon 
my Heart by the eternal Spirit, my Sanctiſier, Guide and 
Comforter, which T here ſubſcribe with my Hand. Amen. 
GOES 4 ITTH OMAS RISLE x. 
Towards the latter end of K. Charles TI's Reign, 
and beginning of K. Fames's, the Popiſh Deſigns ri- 
en d apace, for not only Proteſtant-Diſſenters, but 
the beſt Churchmen were treated every where as 
Enemies to the Government, and under this pre- 
tence Multitudes were ſeized upon and impriſon- 
ed, and in many Places were preſented for High- 
Crimes by pack d Grand-Juries. N p 
I find among Mr. Rzftey's:Papers, a Copy of an | ac 
Indictment found (ar the Aſſizes held at Cheſter, | w 
Sept. 17. 1683.) againſt ſeveral brave Noblemen, | m 
and other worthy Patriots, for pretended Riots and || ot 
Deſigns ro aſſaſſinate his Majeſty. Mis 
This County had its Share of the Storm, and a- | 
mong others Mr. Rz/ley being in daily danger of a 
Priſon, did, by Advice of his Friends, withdraw 
from his Habirarion ; and tho in thoſe Days a pri- h. 
vate practical Sermon was interpretative Rebelli- | 
on, yet, ſays Mr. Rifley, © muſt work, the Works of | m 
him that ſent me, John ix. 4. 0 
Therefore during chis Retirement, he preach'd ] til 
to his Friends, whom he fortify d againſt the grow- | 7e 
ing Errors of Rome, and at the ſame time conduct- | Ce 
ed them to a ſure and ſafe Refuge; thus Fuly 25. | fe 
1685. he diſcourſed on 1/27. xxvi. 20. Come my Peo- | ca 
ple, enter thou into thy Chambers, and ſhut the Doors 
about thee, hide thy ſelf as it were a little Moment, until 
the Indignation be overpaſt. Here he conſiders theſe 
Chambers as Places of Protection, and ſhews how 
. V 


9 
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| not Travel to any Flace where the required.Oarhs wete a 
miniſtred, it was wich great difficulty he was perſwaded 


VI” 
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then urges on his Hearers the Duty of Prayer, as the great 
compoler of unquiet Thoughts, (whether t 
from in ward Doubts or outward Fears) and the 


inner Chamber of God's Preſence. 


his Overſight, and they are Witneſſes for him, how in his 
Life and Paſtoral Conduct, he was righteons before God, 


walking in all the Commandments and Ordinances of che 


Lord blameleſs, as the Steward of God vigilant, ſober, of 


good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to teach, hay- 
ing a good Report of them that are without. 

His Sermons were well ſtudied, and tho” elaborate Com- 
poſures, yet were plain, familiar and pungent, every way 
adapted to the 3 and Circumſtances of his People, 
whoſe Salvation he moſt fervently breathed aſter; this 
made him preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and out 
of Seaſon, and ſo moving in his Exhortations, which he 
oft water'd with his Tears. When he preach'd abroad, it 


was his Cuſtom to retire into ſome private Place, Where 


he prayed juſt before he went into the Pulpit. 
Nothing gave him fo much uneaſirieſs as an interrupti⸗ 
on in his Miniſterial Work; an Inſtance of this Nature 
happened laſt Winter, when by reaſon of his Age he could 

s were ad- 


for him 
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the Promiſes are the beſt hiding Places in a Storm; ann 


pring 
y God 
puts in our Hands to open the Door which leads to the 


large, 
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5 
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lieved by a clear and diſtiuct Method, and this indeed has 
been the common Way of preaching in all Ages. 
In the Primitive Church, preaching and 2 ſo vaſt- 
ly differ'd, that the Readers were an Order interiour to 
Presbyters ; whoever is acquainted with the Fathers, will 
ſoon find, that the reading of Sermons was got the Pri- 
mative: Practice. F 
Reading of Sermons in the Pulpit is ſcarcely uſed any 


'where in the Chriſtian World this Day, except England | 


and the Ruſſian Church, where they have a Set of Homi- 
lies to read to the People, and this is all the preaching a- 
V.. por ins 
It's ſome reproach to Miniſters, that the Gentlemen of 
the Law ſhould: be able to ſpeak off-hand with ſo much 
Freedom and Eaſe, and thoſe who have equal Advantages 
with them for improving their Minds, thould have fo ſer- 
vile a Dependance on their Notes. 
| A 8 the Holy Sacrament, tho Mr. Riſtey's Admini- 
ſtratlon of it does not pretend to any peculiarities, yet his 


Manner of doing it was yery inſtructive. and moving; that 


unaffected Seriouſneſs and aweful Solemnity with Which 
the whole was performed, convey'da great deal of Divine 
BERL. ao. A797 

He kept cloſe. ro the Original  Inſticution, Therefore 
both the Sacraments, faith he, ought to be adminiſtred 
for the Elification of the Body Myſtical, and that with- 


. 


Li 
is 


out any addition to or diminution from the Original In- 


| i Deut. xii. 32. Thou ſhalt not add thereto or di- 
miniſh from it. Nothing of Man ought to be obtruded in 
their Adminiſtration. And here be rallies the Roman 
Hierarchy, for adding Spittle, Salt, Oyl, and Croſs to 

Baptiſw, and for worſhipping Wooden Croſſes, which 
they ſay, have @ ſpecial Prerogative to be invocated be- 
| fore all other. Images, therefore they adore it nwith 
Aurgelæ, which they ſay e to God of _ 

Ihle Roman Croſs he thinks to be one of the greateſt 
Idols of Rome; it is ſuppoſed by em to work Miracles, 
x0 convert Sinners, drive away Devils, and to conſecrate 
OE Sg Rant er eee 
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Jorg „ but afterwards he contented himſelf with ſhorter 
Noxes,; making greater uſe of his Memory, which he re- 


rene Aſſembly," and when he was obliged. to do it in 


_ Ordinances, perform Family and ſolitary Prayer. 


is o 


The Subſtance of the Anſwer is. 


1. That they muſt have a competem Knowledge in Re- 


3. That they perſonally give themſelves up to Chriſt; 


4 


pent of their paſt Sins and forſake em, and reſolve; thro* 


7 


the Grace of God, to lead a new Life. 
4. That they keep the Sabbath holy, attend on publick 
5. That they promiſe to ſubmit to the Cenſutes of the 
Church, in caſe of their falling into ſcandalous Sin, that 


they may by Repentance be recovered to the Glory of God: 


He thought it adviſable they ſhould r do all 
this, ſolemnly and deliberately before God and the Church, 


or a ſelect Number of his People, that they might be Wit- 
neſſes of their taking of the Baptiſmal Covenant upon 


themſelves. ee HE. ee 
He ſecured the purity of his Church (among other Me- 


thods) by Catechiſing and Diſcipline. E22 1⸗. 


thould be rigorouſly impoſed upon thoſe who {cruple the 
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2 or 3 Families together. 


--Genufeffion of my publick Sin of ------ . 
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. By Catechiſing he turn'd 'em from Dar kneſs to Light. 
No Man took more 8 in giving private Inſtructions to 
2 part of his Flock. He had a Liſt of the Families to 
be Catechiz'd, which he examin'd in 


— 
— 


ir turns, joyning 


2. By Spiritual iſcipline he urn d em from che pow- 
er of Saran unto: God. Under this Head I find a Form 
of Confeſſion ae . by a Perſon upon re-admiſſion. 


I, A.B---- having the Glory of God before my Face, by 


abe Grace of God, I am made willing to make a publick 
| God has made me 
willing hereunto, the which I had performed ſooner, in 


| caſe I bad then been made ſenfeble of this my preſent 


Duty, of ubich God now is pleaſed to make me ſenſible, 


i bope in order to the pardon of my Sin thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 


who I truſt bas given me Repentance, for bis Mercy eu- 
duretb for ever: I beg your Prayers, that this may tale 


that effe upon me, which is mentioned by the Apoſile, 


#0 wit, the deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spirit may 
he ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus ; 1 hope you'll all 
Joyn with me in ſaying Amen to-the Glory of God. 
. May 7, 1708. | Ly 


wy 


| He who thus governed his Flogk, was equally careful 


to rule his own Houſe well, where he had his Children 


and Domeſtieks in Subjection with all Gravity; unto theſe 


he daily convey'd the beſt Inſtructions, by which their 


_ profiting now appears unto. all Men. 3 


He walked in his Houſe with a perfect Heart, and duly 
rformed Family Duty Morning and Evening. His Me- 
Sl was, after a ſhort Prayer, to read a Chapter in the 


Bible, giving ſometime the Senſe of obſcure Texts, with 


lain ſhort inſtructive Remarks, for the improvement of 
bis Family in Knowledge and Practice, then my lome 
part of a Pſalm, and concluded with Prayer; thus his 
Eyes being daily directed upwards, gave aim and directi- 
his Deſcendants to look the ſame way. 
He prayed without ceaſing, was — 11 for nothing, 
but in every thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thankſ- 
giving, he made his Requeſts known unto God. All he 


Aud was ſanctify d by che Word and Prayer. He ſpent a 


great. 


1 
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great deal of time in his private Devotions; it was his 
conſtant Practice to pray with his Wife Morning and E- 
vening while ſhe lay in, over and above Family-Prayers. 
By this Wife he had fix Children, who are all alive, 
and bleſſing God for the rich Treaſures by his Prayers laid 
up in Heaven for 'em, and for the er Impreſſions of 
their pious Education: He was very happy in a Conjugal 
Companion, being one who feared God, and managed 
all her Affairs with Diſetetiongn. 29g 2: 
His Son, who ſucceeds him in the Miniſtry, went thro 
a Courſe of Philoſophy at home, before he ſent him to 
the College at G/aſ/zow ; and it's obſervable, that he con- 
cluded every Days Inſtruction of him with Prayer; it's no 
leſs remarkable, chat he never corrected a tranſgreſſing 
Child in Paſſion or Anger, but firſt went to Prayer, and 
in correcting always wept; and it pleaſed God to give em 
early Wiſdom by the Rod and Reproof. Prov. XxXiX. 15. 
and xiii. 24. This reflects no little diſhonour on thoſe 


| Paremis who make uſe of the Rod, rather to gratify their 


own Paſſions, than to ſubdue the vicious Inclinations of 


the Child, We read of a Heathen, who would not cha- 


ſtize an offending Servant in his Paſſion, leaſt be ſhould 
exceed the juſt bounds... 4 3% 13, , 
Mr. Rifley's Congregation was compos'd of a praying 


People, who, by his DireRion, divided themſelves. into - 
ſeveral \diſtin& praying Societies; they met frequently, 
which js a Practice I would recommend to all Congrega- 


tions, 4s the beſt Method of keeping up mutual Love ane 


the Life of Religion. 


As ſoon as his Children. began to ſpeak, he taught em 


firſt the Lord's Prayer, and then a ſhort Form of Prayer, 
which after they had learnt by Heart, he obliged em to 
ſay it in the proper Seaſons; it were to be wiſh d-all Pa- 
rents would do the ſame, for it's to be feared, moſt Chil- 
dren never pray, becauſe their Parents never taught em. 


HG was to read over the Bible every Year ; bis 


study was his Element, where he uſually read 3 Chapters 
every Day, beginning with Prayer, and conſulting, the 
Originals and learned Commentators on difficult Texts; 


on this he beſtowed two Hours every Day, which made 
him mighty in Scripture Eloquence, E 3 The 


j 
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The Holy Seriptuxes, 

larly apply d himſelf, made this Man. of God perfect. 
Speaking of the Bible, This ej he) is. #be authentick 


Rule, according to which Miniſters and People are to be 
overn'd, in Doctrine, Diſcipline, Life and Worſhip.----- 


0 kind of Learning was fo. figniticant to him as that 
which contributed moſt to his underſtanding the Sacred O- 
zacles,, which Study gave him ſuch a pleaſing reliſh, that 
is not to be found in. any other Book. . 


| By. his great Diligence he merized.the CharaQer of a. 
hard. 


Student; even in his declining Age, it was common 


with him to ſpend 8 or 10 Hours a Day in his Study, 
 Omerimes ſaying when difluaded:from.u,. I dare not be 


He did not affect. to be a Party in: the dividing Contro- 
werfies of the Age, he trod in the old Path; and made Je- 


us Chriſt his Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and End 


Hie profeſs'd himſelf: entirely. ſatisfy: d to the laſt in his 
Nonconformity-; about 2 Years before he died, he drew 


hich is as follows: 
Te agreement of Chriſtians in ſound Doctrine and 
Nöſbip, upon which they became one Body at firſt, is 
dabei ſufficient, without any addition of Man, to con- 
Anus the ſame Union iv Church Communion,, i. e. Funda- 
menial Points of Satvaiion are ſufficient Bonds of Union 
aud Baundaries of Communion,, whatever difference in 
tefſer Things may otherwiſe occur, for more in Profeſſion 
cannorbe-abſolutely neceſſary to Church Communion, than: 
what in reality is neceſſary to. Sabvation ; as the one 
aonſti tutes the Church as viſible, ſo the other does as in- 
-wafeble-; and the ſame thing that conſtitutes the Church 
A viſeble,. uſt needs inveſt the Members thereof in a 


right to its external Privileges in God's Ordinances. 


ade Perſuaſive to Peace. 


Things indifferent can't. by buman Laus be made. a- 
_  eeffary Conditions. of Church Communion ;, Chriſtians 


. have a-berver-right to God's Ordinances than may be ta- 
. hen fron em by buman Impoſitions, and thoſe who . 


to the ſearch of witch he- particu- 


TP _— s on the Subject of. Conformity, the Sub- 
© | 


a > tw oo» MKLAFLHAO 
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eu- keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond uf Peace, haue 
ct. ¶ need to be careful what Conditions they. make and impoſes. 
ck || left they turn out of our Creed the Ninth Article of our 
be | Faith, for Communion of Saints, and the Second Com- 
-- | mandment out of the Decalogue for Divine Worſhip. .. 
at As the Qualifications of Miniſters to diſpenſe, ſo of 
- People to receive God's Grdinauces, muſt both of em be 
talen out of Scripture ; Things unneceſſary,uncommanded, 

f oubeful Diſputation, may be forborn without any 
a | detriment to Chriſtianity, or offence: to. our Conferming 
In Bretbren, or danger to the Church. 

. Theſe Things he illuſtrates in the following manner. 
be 1. It's a Truth without alt queſtion, That the Terms af. 
: Communion be grounded upon Divine Inſtitution, and: 
o- || not upon the Traditions and Inventions of Men under what 
e- | pretence ſoever: The Bounds of Chriſtian-Community arc. 
1d. ſet down, One Faith, one Baptiſm. and not one Rite, one 
Opinion. So Lord Bacon in his advancement: of Loarn- 

is ing, 5. 9. | 

* This Poſtulatum: he „ by an A 

"HE drawn from the dangerous Effects of Inventive Piety; how 
eaſily, ſaith he, did the Phariſees ſlide into Superſtition, 

4 | that were more for Human Inventions than Divine Inſti- 

8 _— 

- i he Scriptane tells us, chat nothing, ann to be the 

— . or Matter of Worſhip but what is commanded of 


God ; *tis not a ſufficient reaſon. to introduce any thing 
into Religious Worſhip, becauſe it is nor expreſly forbid- 
den : 25 adab and Abibu were conſumed by Fire, becauſe 


they offer'& what was net commanded, Levitix. 1. Deut. 
X11. Obſerve what I command thee, ver. jz. What 
thing ſoever I command you, obſerve to do it, Jer. xix. 5. 
All Additionals of uncommanded Worſhip are unlawfu!, 
becauſe they are againſt that ſecond — which 
requites us to worſhip God in a manner appointed by 
him, and therefore Worſhip not appointed or command- 
* is is forbidden by him, who will accept no Homage from 
7 Chriſtians in the Buſineſs of Religion, unleſs it be taught 
dbx bim, and not by Men only. | 
| 81 de Ceremonial War under * was — 
manded 


E * ee 
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manded by God in each particular, neither was it lawful 
to alter or add to any of em: It is not then within Man's 
power to take in or caſt out of Church Communion, by 
making and impoſing any Ceremonials in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, when the Worthip is compleat without em. 


3. Man can't be obliged by Man, but to what either 


formally or virtually he is obliged to by God, for all juſt 
Power is from God; ſo that if Men require the belief of 
any Error among the Conditions of Communion, our O- 
bligarion to Cornmunicate with ſuch ceaſeth, and ſo the 
imputation of Schiſm vanithes into nothing, but lies hea- 
vy upon them for waking the Separation from em juſt 
and neceſſary. Chilling. Anſw. to Pref. p. 16. 

From hence he infers, it's no ſafe ground for Conſci- 
ence to take that for lawful which is not expreſly forbidden 
And adds, That things merely indifferent, can't be made 


of religious Signification, without a Divine Command; 


-therefore the beſt, and indeed only way to eſtabliſh a firm 
and durable Peace in the Church, is to impoſe nothing 
in Religion but What is preſcrib'd in the Written Word --- 
Nay more, it's certain, that all uncommanded Worthip 
is forbidden Worthip, therefore, ſays the Prophet, who 
bas required theſe Things at your Hands, Iſai. i. 12. they 
were not look'd upon as Acts of Obedience: And it's e- 
qually certain, that the Schiſm is of Man's making, 
where the Terms of Church Communion are of Man's 
4. Our Lord Redeemer, the Head of the Church, did 


not make his Apoſtles Lords over God's Heritage, to have 


Dominion over - the Faith of Chriſtians ; they received a 
' Miniſtetial and Stewardly Power, not a Magiſterial. Au- 
thority to impoſe, as it is among Temporal Rulers, there- 
fore he reproves Affectation of Worldly Honour and Au- 
thority, Luke XX11, 255 26. £3 8 2 | 


” 


5. As to Church Diſcipline and Difference berween Bi- - 


* 


- ſhops and Presbyters, whether ordine or gradu, Mr. Ri- 
ey was much of Archbiſhop Uſher's Mind, in his Re- 


Auction of Epiſcopacy into the Synodical orm. 
That every Miniſter has Paſtoral Authority, he ſhews 

from Biſhop Jewel, Dr. Reynolds, and other great __ 

. | de ET -" 


Jon o 


Conformity, yet he had a Spirit tru 
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of the Church of England 5 yea, the beſt among the R- 
menifts themſelves confels it, ar. leaſt in their practice of 


one kind, becauſe a Presbyter ordained per Saltum that 


was never ordain'd Deacon, may notwit ding do all 
thoſe Acts which appertain to the Deacon's Order, but a 
Biſhop ordained per Saltum that never had the O! - 
75 Presbyrer, can neither confecrate nor, admini 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Body, nor ordain a Presby- 
ter, himſelf being none, nor do any Act peculiarly belong - 
ing to Presbyters, by which it's evident, that that where- 
in a 17 excels a Presbyter, is not a diſtinct Pow 
er of er, but an Eminency or Dignity only ſpe - 
cially yielded to one above the reſt of the ſame Rank, 
for Orders ſake, to preſerve the Unity, and Peace of the 
Church. 

6. Biſhops, presbyters and Elders are ſynonymous: 
Terms in oh ce 3 to the ſame Perſons, N 
cularly A&#s x. 17, 2 

It has been the atze Dodtine of, che Church of Bur- | 
land, all along from the oy aries, Reformation, 
200 Years on to own brace bs Proteſtant Mini- 
ſters in Holland, France, Helberia, Geneva, &. the! 
ordain'd only by Presbyters. 

7. He 2 from the Imperfection of Haman Instru- 


tions, and from the frequent Alterations the Statute-Laws 
of England and other Countries undergo. I would only 
ask (ſays he) Why the Civil State ſhou fo frequently be 


purged and reſtored by good and wholeſome Laws, ſtill 
deviſing new Remedies as faſt as Time breeds Miſchiefs, 
and contrary wiſe the Eccleſiaſtical State ſhould ſtill conti- 
nue on the Pan of Time, and receive no Alteration. 
It was not, as he thinks, the Mind of our firſt Refor- 


mers to write Ne plus ultra to Poſterity, nor to erect 


Hercules's Pillars to all coming after them, beyond which: 
there ſhould be no further Progreſs, nor that new Impo- 
ſitions ſhould ſtand in the Chriſtian Church to obſtru&tthe. 
Proteſtant Reformation, &c. - 555 
Theſe wee r goo ood Man. concerning: 
y Charitable and Ca- 


tholick ; he was a Chriſtian of the Primitiye Stamp, cru. 
4 | 


cify d: 


58 . 
cify'd to the World, which he uſed as not abuſing it; 
thoſe Things which others purſue with ſo much eagerneſs, 
he look'd upon with a holy indifferency of Affection, as 
well knowing they are not among the neceſſary Ingredi- 
_ ents of true Happineſs. AO 
His Humility, which 5 
the Brightneſs of his Character; he was a Ferſon of an 
excellent Spirit, an Enemy to all Pomp and Pride in what- 
ever Form they made their appearance, always thinking 
better of others than himſelf; the Preference he gaye them 
| was not Complemental, but real, and the Fut Fruit 


of that known unaffected Modeſty and Mee kneſs he was 


cloathed with. ' 
- Humility is a my 
yer is the ready way to acquire it; has an Averſion to 
Human Applauſe, yet is courted and admired by it; tho 
this Grace be counted à Shrub of the Valley, yet it ſtands 
ſure, and laſts longer than the Cedars of Lebanon. 
He never appear d but once in Print, and then nothin 
but the urgency of Conſcience, and a deſire of doing good 
to the Souls of Men, could prevail with him to publiſh a 
ſmall Treatiſe, entitled Tbe Curſed, Family, founded up- 
on Prov. iii. 33. The Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe 
of the Wicked ;' and Jer. x. Iaſt verſe, where Prayerleſs 
Families are numbred among Heathens in Character. 
The learned Mr. How, in his Recommendatory Epiſtle 
to that Book; ſays, IT an Offspring that has much of the 
Parent Image appearing with no Oſtentation of Learn- 
ing, but wherein may be ſeen a pious Mind tinctur'd by 
much Study and Converſe with Books, on acquaintance 
with the literate World, that begot a Habit that is ra- 


tber by bis Speech unwarily bewrayed, than defignedly 


De ſcope of the Diſcourſe ſhews him a Man of Thought 
and Proſpect; diſcovers Thoughts intent upon the preſent 
Age, but not confind to it, making from it an eſtimate 
7 the ſad tendency of Things, and their gloomy Aſpect 
A CO 

While Chriſtian Families baptiz'd in ſo great and ve- 
nerable Names, and ſhould, if any, be Seminaries of Re- 


ligion 


ich he was ſo ſingular for, adds to 


cridus Grace, it deſpiſes Honour, and 


wiſdom, but that which is from 


they proceeded not from Religion, but from the want of 
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ligion and Virtue, are ſo commonly the Sted Plots of al! 
Impiety, aud Wickedneſs, and the numerous Fountain, 
whence Miſeries and Curſes are diffuſed among a Cr, 
bien Pin. 

In ſhort, his Converſation was not regulated by fleſhly * _ 
| above, which is pure 
and peaceable. Conſcience towards God and Man is, fays © > ol 
he, the true Foundation of. Hon. -- I 


Speaking of our unhappy Diviſions and Hears, he ſaid, 


it in its Puyity and Perfection. 5 . 
He correſponded wir ſome of his old Fellow. Celzgl. 

ans to the laſt, particularly with Dr. Hall, late Biſhop f 

Briſtol. * mk nt OY COST 2n 
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World, it is fome Comfort to think of another World; 
whither if we can get, we ſhall live together for ever 
avith the Lord ; the Lord prepare ws for our removal 
thither. . > | FF V 
That excellent Biſhop went to Heaven a few Years be- 
fore good old Mr. Riſley, and I doubt not but both of 
em now triumph in Glory. x "A 
_ Mr. Riſley, in one of his laſt Letters to my Lord, ſpeak- 

— 8 of his great Age, writes thus, Le: 45 unite our Pray- 
ers together, that Days may teach . and mul. 
titude of Years teach us Wiſdom ; thus he went down to 

the Grave full of Years, being in the 86th, Year of his Age, 

when he fell aſleep in Jeſus. | 2 5 

As Sin ſhortens the Days of the Wicked, ſo Holineſs 

rotracts the Age of the Righteous. Under the Old Te- 

8 a long and profperous Life is a Promiſe made to 

the Obedient, Exod. xv. 26. and xxiii. 25, 26. Fear God, 
ſays the Royal Philoſopher, and thy Life ſhall be healchy 

and long, Prov. iii. 7,8. 8 5 

The Jewiſh Writers obſerve, that in the ſecond Temple 

there were 300 High-Prieſts, and yet that Temple laſted 
but about 420 Years ; and the reaſon of this mighty De- 
ſtruction, they ſay, was their ſcandalous Impieties, for 
which God ſhorten'd their Days. And yet in the firſt 
Temple, that ſtood near as long as the ſecond, there was 
a Succeſſion bur of 18 High- Prieſts, for they being gene⸗ 
rally pious, God rewarded them with long Life. 
Thus Mr. Ri/ley was bleſs'd with a good Old Age, his 
Race was not ended till he was full of Years, which when 
finiſhed, he compleated his determined Courſe in a trou- 
bleſome Wilderneſs, paſs'd through the rough Streams of 
Jordan, and is now enter'd into the promis'd Land, the 
 Habiration of the Divine Preſence, where God makes his 
rich Goodneſs to diffuſe it ſelf, and flow upon him in Ri- 
vers of Pleaſure for evermore ; chere we leave him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the purchaſed Inheritance, ſurrounded with in- 
finite variety of agrecable Objects, that ſtrike. his Eyes 
with an amazing 1 Fe 055 uo 
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